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Mandela to maintain pressor* 


ALGIERS (R) — Sooth African black nattonalfat leader Nefaou Model* 
raid Friday he would tow European capitals staring on Jane 3 to fault flat! 
lutw Mtf— i sanctions most f«i*in»< i l p h ig Pretoria. He *■■■!■■ ^ the 
Sooth African government's aboBtion on Wednesday of rada! segregation 
fa moat state hoapj fa fc M inadequate became it kft gaping bxquafitks 
b a tma n black and white ho s p i t al workers. “Any c o untr y that now agrees 
the time baa come to Bft s a ntti on a ei t her b totally of what Is 

hsppadng fa Sofah Africa or Is rfmply a supporter of iparthdd,* 1 Mandela 
told a news conference at the cad of a threc-rirft to Algeria. Sooth African 
PtmMent F.W. De Bek la now touring Evtpe to seek support for Ms 
reforms aimed at giving blacks a say is pofitkal dedafagHBakfag, bnt 
MiimMi said It was soon to HR sanctions. “Apartheid ta still fa pir*- 
Nothfag has hap p ene d fa regard to its dfawnaiitBng . The basic fame fa oer 
pafltteal stroggie is giving every South African the right to deride Us or her 
own affairs. We are stffl very far from that.” 


Price: Iordan 100 Qs; Saadi Arabia 1.50 riyais; UAE 1.50 dirhams 
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4moktg ':M Hb» Middle Emt, a 
gpvcanwcac spokraman said. The 
teflo. wbfcfe were described by 
jpok c ii n aa fortoe prime toitii*- 
office as “taftrcrocly friend- 

^."jte>ajwred&c bfi ddte East 
peace pnxwt tnd Efty* As be 
foft Uw pffete minister’s lO 
Downing Street office, the vmt- 
ing prcndcot toid reporters; “I 
Vfrope^hat tbcre wtU bo bonne 
. im pro v crocai -in Btitam’s refa- 
tipna with Itm." Britain's 
Am b assado r Hfared Walker flew 
bade toBxgbdaci'Dtorerfa? after 
bess recsbed ftrftowing tfae ex- 
-eenhoft of gfcitiri J-baaed jonnwl- 
nt'JRpxffii Bazoft Mabaiak later 
: <W »«h Mra- tHatcfter at 
DowitiBg Street- The Egyptian 
president arrived in Britain 
Wodm^y from Moscow, where 
’ ho- talke d with SovU Pmafait 
MDtoafl Gorbachov. Hie w» to 
1cm tat. Cairo Friday. 

Radicals oppote 
Iranliberatlsatlon 

NICOSIA/fAP) ~ A, senior Xra- 
afaut dcricFfidary ntgpd author- ' 
ities not topityor feq fo e offen- 
ders who breaksodal taboo*, 
sttchos womeo#earing make-op 
or on m seektos. Tehns. 

■ Redo, - «T p ]<lwKia^ 

ranted AyafoSab Mcmsstf Arde- 
teU as w^^ to y» yecnKHi in 
Tt&m tort wpmm wlio d onot . 
abide jfo the rf^jEdg mfeprac tioc ; 
of covering tbrawriyes amJ to 


Pakistani premier shares concern over 


Jewish immigration and Jerusalem 


King, Bhutto discuss 
West Asian situation 


‘Tfotcy oo foe.gj igfrtc 
«hoae 3fce»kiB|; oseoat. 


Pdy« 

kwnrto 

fiotfs-dr) 


A r enewed t r a rkrtow n to tie 
hejabaad. ■ > ^Kidd\jpnnBiaion". 
ns launched lartweek, despite 
PreodertHasfaeim RaftatyanTj - 
- rtatemc at itfog 
^tK^«K)l»toeeffort toreeQa— 
street IraB’s^rer-battered - asor ' 

6t1tafnlip|Xkint«rieW 

LOTOO^-C?0 — Britain 
snaopsced ihfc japporntmcntFri- . 
day ofjaieex d^^nat SirDayid 
Hanoay aa iis new ambassador to 
' theU^nited Nations. ;_Humay,' 54, 
replaces Sat Crispin Tjckcllwfro 
: h#3 .the poact tor thre e ytan aad . 
jt.jdnM fi w to e djptotmttg 
st i r rice. Since I985 Haimay was 
s rawed a^BritamV permanent. 
reprei w a tntivc h>, the European 
CorinaoncdtyXEC) in Branch. He 
. eotered the diplomatic service in 
1959and hasaboheld poets in 
Kdbtd and Washington. Hannay/ 
wffl be r^ptoced at tfae EC 
JohnKcrr, 48,a senior official to 
the . Forrign' Office dealing with : 
, c oonririgit y affetrfc - 

Baker write* to 
Arab League 

TUf3^ (R) Sponetecy of 

&ato JametB^iv ^ wntton to : 
the . Areh Laagno explaining 
jftjiindtoV -poajtipar- . tin' the . 
onigtstMjn of Soviet Jem nd 
othtsr M^dfc E*d Issues before 
tUa zmHxth'a Arab summit, cB- 
ptoBBaidg amireea aaad. In a mea- 
ttgtlo Arab League Secretary 
Geoetol CtudU KWai, Baker also 
pp/ti expluaiknu 'on Lebanon. 

M&h& East peace moves and the 

srtnstionto tfagGdf, -day added. 
The taflng of Soviet Jem to Israel 


Bj Gba dur TaBsr 

Jbnfas Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — EBs Majesty King 
Hu sse in and Pakistani Prime 
Minister Benazir Bhutto Friday 
held talks believed to ce n tre on 
the stead on in West Asia, in- 
ciufiQg the Arab-Isracli conflict 
aod Afiriiaaistaa as well as toe 
between India and Pakis- 
tan over Kashmir. 

The Jartias News Agency, Pet- 
ra, reporting toe two lenders* 
meeting, said tout toe dbensstons 
co v ered bflatesal reZatkms and 
■wra af inuftid concern. The 
ag e n c y <Bd not gke details, but 
eufier statemetos by Bhutto her- 
self and other Pakistani and 
Jordanian officials have todkated 
that the Palestinian problem, 
Soviet JnrtA immig r a tion to 
Israel and toe occup ied territor- 
ies, toe Afghan aftwation and the 
dispute over Kashmir were ex- 
pected to figure lush in the talks. 
■' Prime Min ut er MndarBadrtn. 
who received the Pakistani prime 
minister upon her arrival her e 
ftom Syria, said Jordan wanted to 
esptetoh er^tehat ii hypeiBng 
Js Palestine, .what is happening 
with the ezctosive Soviet Jewish 
; hnaugnEtion to Palestine and its 
impfcatians not only for the 
. omipM . t enitori ea nod the in- 
. toSnfa bed dso to toe Arab wad 
HnwiodJ*"- ' *.-• 
.L-.Bbana, ptoo- it here m toe 
todsto ieg ; of a tour of Ttlarojc 
obnotries in a bid to seek <fi> 
ytomatic support for Pakistan m 
its dispute with India, also refer-, 
red to toe Middle Ease conflict 
and Soviet Jewish immigration to 
an arrival ataicmeiit, 
she aid her eoantry shared the 
coocem of the Arab countries 


“over toe rising influx of (Jewish 
immigrants) to Arab Lands and 
the new threats to Jerusalem.” 

Pakistan's ambassador to Jor- 
dan, Tariq Khan Afrid, tokl the 
Jordan Times this week that the 
Pakistani premier would “pri- 
marily discuss Kashmir's conflict 
as well as problems in toe Middle 
East, including the colonisation 
of Arab lands by toe new Jewish 
seeders.” 

The ambassador affirmed that 
Bhutto’s talks with Jordanian 
leaders on Kashmir would not be 
“directed against any third party, 

including India.” 

» 

Bhutto, who is accompanied by 
Foreign Minister Yaqnb Khan, 
Minister of State for Defence 
Server Chima and senior officials 
as well as her businessnan bus- 
band Asef A1 Zardari, renewed 
criticism against India in her 
arrival statement. “In Kashmir, a 
heart-rending tragedy is being 
enacted,” she said, reading from 
a prepared statement. "Having 
waited in vain for more than 40 
years for the UJM., India and 
Pakistan to fulfil their pledge to 
bold a plebsidte to choose be- 
tween Lxfia and Pakistan, the 
people of Kashmir have risen up 
to overthrow Indian rule,” she 
said. 

Bhutto, die lint woman prime 
minfaw of an Islamfc country, reiter- 
ated fslmnah acfa position that inter- 

w«l l nii» l twn l w - iii i p i qK mtfal tO 

resolve the Kashmir conflict, a call 
rejected by India, which insists that a 1 
bilateral agreement reached in 1972 
should govern die issue. 

India accuses Pakistan of harbour- 
ing and muling Muslim separatists in 
Kashmir, a charge denied by Islama- 
bad. The four-decade-old tSspote 
broke out into open violence in Janu- 
ary this year and has since daimed at 


least 300 lives. 

Both New Delhi and Islamabad 
have indirectly refer red to the possi- 
bility of a war over Kashmir, but have 
also been careful not to further aggra- 
vate the situation, apparently opting 
for diplomatic solutions. However, 
many observers say that the already 
tense situation in Kashmir could 
further escalate and deteriorate if 
quick action was not taken. 

According to Bhutto, a solution lies 
in the “fulfitocnt of the international 
commitment to s up port the exercise 
of the right of self-determination for 
the people of Kashmir.” 

Bhutto, who leaves Saturday after- 
noon, began her visit Tuesday in Iran, 
which strongly supports her country’s 
position, and then travelled to Tur- 
key, where she secured additional 
backing, before arriving m Syria 
Thursday. In Damascus, she held 
talks with President Hafez A1 Assad 
and other Syrian tenders, but no dear 
indication emerged whether Syria, 
which recently warmed up relations 
with India, backed the Pakistani posi- 
tion. 

According to reports, Bhutto is 
carrying the draft of a resolution 
which Pakistan intends to present to a 
meeting of the foreign ministers of 
the Organisation of iJamir Countries 
(OIQ in Cairo next month. The draft 
raotatioo, according to toe reports, 
calls for Islamic support for Pakistan's 
stand over Kashmir, one third of 
which is ruled by Pakistan and the 
rest by India. 

* In their airport statements, both 
Badran and Bhutto described 
Jordanian-Pakistani relations as 
"very stroog.”- 

But it was not dear what loud of 
Jordanian response awaited the 
Pakistani .leader in her quest for 
hacking over Kashmir. A senior offi- 
cial said: “It is only natural that Ml 
B hutto would seek support from all 
friendly states, sad it is our duty to 
listen to her since we ourselves seek 
support from friendly countries 
whenever necessary.” The official did 
not elaborate. 


13- year-old, 
inds under siege 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli sokiiera 
fatally shot a 13-yearoki Paksti- 
tdaa hoy daring a dash with stone 
throwers Friday and . police 
formed a special undercover unit 
tolUBkflean upsurge in violence 
io toe 29-morah-okl Palestinian 
uprising. - 

Israeli forces also placed at 
feact 30,000 under curfew in the 
occ up ied West Book. 

. The violent confrontation 
occ ur red ai Baku refugee camp 
.outride toe etty Of Nablus in the 
occupied Wert Bank. 

An army spokesman said an ' 

Arab teenager was killed when a 

•poBceman opened fire with rob- 
ber boHets on a gro up of activists 
who stoned an ott -tanker as it* 
passed tire, camp- 5 - . 


Arab reports identified the 
fotafity as Issam Mughrabi, 13. 
saying be su stai n ed a serious bul- 
let wound in the bead and was 
taken away by soldiers after toe 
injury. 

Mughrabi is toe 688th Palesti- 
nian to be killed by Israelis during 
toe uprising. He is the yemngest 
of eight Palestinians killed in such 
confrontations tins' month. Two 
other victims were 14. 

In toe occupied Gaza Strip, an 
18-year-old Palestinian was 
wounded in the leg after troops 
opened fire on stone -throwing 
protesters in the town of Khan 
Yums, Arab reports said. 

Tire new 3(Hnember police 
unit established in Jerusalem is 
named for the biblical warrior 
Gideon, from toe Old Testament 


book of Judges, police said. Gi- 
deon was known for spying on the 
ancient Amaleks before waging 
surprise attacks. 

Israel Radio said the unit 
would work undercover using 
plain-clothes experts, combat 
troopers and intelligence officers 
who would mingle with Arab 
crowds to pinpoint trouble spots. 

Some agents will also patrol in 
cars bearing the same blue license 
plates as Arab-owned auto- 
mobiles in the West Bank, the 
radio added. 

Police officials said the move 
was largely an effort to contain a 
recent upturn in violent incidents 
in Arab Jerusalem. The city has 
so far been calmer than most of 
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Call for ‘transfer’ of Palestinians 
linked to Shamir’s coalition chance 


imt stoilsng to Baghdad May 2 & 

EgyptlaiipolfM 

hofd45acHviats 

CAJRO (AP) Pobce Friday 
detained a toiaL c& 45 Marita 
foridtoBntote far atteapto® to 
mg in Cairo 

add toe soptocm town of Gen a, 
toe Middle East Newt Agency 
saR Tbe a^eocy usd about ten 

peo^wwanestedataiis^iqae 


a stroet-nrartb ptotestij^toefov- - 


TEL AVIV (Agendas) — Israeli 
JPXixnc Minister Tntoak S ha mir 
Friday faced demands from a 
crucial right-wing afly to hold a 
r e fercadam on proposals for mas- 
live expulsions of Palestinians, as 
a cm&fon for joining a new 
govomiflg coahriOT. 

■ Shamir's spokesman , Yossi 
Afcometr, reacting in a telephone 
interview, «aid-"evezr putting toe 
idea on toe agenda (for talks) is 
out of the ouestion and faKoncdv- 
aMfc" - . 

. Shamir, t he h*»d of toe right " 
wing Ukad Moo, baa another 21 
[ daps by Israeli law to try aad 
! boSd * coafitiOD to replace toe 
; government torn has toppled in a 
: March 15 paxinmenX Vote of no 

. fl flufidcfl ce. 

' ^ So for ttksd has foiled to reach - 
agreement with- any of Its six 
potential rigfczbt and jefigtons 



m toe iZMncobe? ^arfiament. 
Tte main proWem* *» coo- 
desnasdafor cahmctpotfi 
and comStiou pot by extreme 


backed Middle East peace 
moves. 

1 r, &jridorJbto» Zctsvi of 


the two-member militant 
Mokdct party further conapli- 
cated matters Friday. Asked on 
toe radio about whether he would 
make toe party’s proposab for 

manive expulsions a condition 
for joining toe coalition, Zeevi 
said: 

“If we agree to join the govern- 
ment we demand to hold a re- 
ferendum on tbit' issue.” 

ZeevTs plan, dubbed “trans- 
fer,” soggesa moving toe 1.7 
miBkKi Patestimans atoo Hve in 
too oocupcd territories to neigh- 
bouring Arab countries to resolve 

-toe Midtoe E m conflict. 

Shamir i whose mandate was 
dns to empire Friday, was granted 
thc2l-day extension by President 
Ch a im Herzog Thursday. . 

- u l hope I would not need aU 
that period and would fain* with 
it before it expires. I don’t want 
to name a Ale bnt I hope it 
would be soon ” Shamir told 
reporters. - ' 

. ] Shamir indicated ho asked for 
extra tone because of disputes 
with potentod partners over the 
tostribatfon -of cabinet posts as 
wefi as over toe next govern- 
ment's gtfdrHnffc 


“Each party has its aspirations 
and demands and I have to worry 
about the overall picture,” he 
said. “There are problems... I 
hope we shall overcome them and 
Israel would have a govern- 
ment” 

Shamir has tentative agree- 
ments that would give him a 
majority in the 120-member par- 
liament. But he has been nntbte 
to sign pacts with three ultra-right 
parties and three orthodox reli- 
gious factions. 

Shamir ran into trouble Thurs- 
day when the right-wing Tehiya 
Party announced it would not 
join hh government because of 
U£ud’i failure to meet party de- 
mands for government posts. 

“Tehiya decided not to join a 


ty wilr vote confidence ia the 
government if Shamir prompts 
it... we will give it a chance, and 
later we will vote accortong to 
specific issues,” party leader 
Gcnlah Cohen said ojL Israel 
Radio. 

Despite toe entangled coalition 
negotiations wito small parties, 

(Cu nt faei d aw p—a 5) 


Islamists claim control of Zarqa Municipality 


By P.V. Vivekanand 

Jordan Times Staff 

AMMAN — j«iiwniB y have se- 
cured an overwhelming victory 
in municipal council electio ns in 
Zarqa, securing eight seats in 
the 10-member panel and 
claiming the suppon of another 
winner, leaving only one seat 
for a candidate described as 
nmionaUst. 

Official remits announced Thurs- 
day showed that the "Islamic Ac- 
tion BlOC” r l i nrfw < With 

in leader Yasser A1 Oman 
9,735 votes out of a total of 21,953 
votes cast Mohammad Moosa 
Ghuwein, who secured the third 
highest number of votes (6,338) 
under a ”Zarqa Mn*"> Bloc” pin. 
form, was supportive of the 
Action Bloc, duis giving ltlumim 
ahnosr total cont r ol of the first 
elected Zarqa mimiapal m 

12 years, Omari told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview 
from the Zarqa Community Col- 
lege, where he was celebrating his 
Noe's vi c t ory and re ce i v in g wefl- 


wisber* Friday evening. 

Tbc lone “nationalm” elected to 
the council was Ahmad Abu Khnr- 
ma, who secured 4,730 votes — the 
10th highest — against his nearest 
contender, another Islamic Action 
Bloc candidate. Khaled Shroor. 
who won 4,430 seats. 

“You can see that the di ffere n ce 
was only 300 votes between the 
two," Omari told the Jordan 
Times. “The who won 

the next highest number of votes 
(3,700) was a aon-Istamirt candi- 
date, — »d itw« is only as indication 
of the Islamic Action Bloc’s popu- 
larity,” he said. 

“We are decades-old residents of 
Zarqa and we are totally aware of 
the city’s problems, and every one 
knows it,” Omari S2td, ex plainin g 
the Islamists' strong showing in the 
city of 63,000 eligible voters and 
450,000 residents. However, be 
codd not offer any immediate ex- 
planation to the just-about one- 
third voter turnout for the elections 
despite a 24-hour extension aimed 
at drawing more votera. 

The gov ernmen t is expected to 
appoint two m em b er s to the coun- 


cil, rmc of them a Christian, accord- 
ing to regulations governing muni- 
cipal councils. The appointments 
are e xpe c ted to be named before 
the newly-elected council’s first 
meeting, which Omari exp e cte d to 
be held in two weeks. 

Omari said it was np to majority 
decision by his bloc, which has a 
heavy Muslim Brotherhood content 
— five of its candidates are formal 
members of the Brotherhood — 
whether be should seek mayorship 
of the town about 25 kilometres 
north of Amman, which has been 
run by g o v ernment-appointed com- 
mittees since 1978. 

According to Omari, “there was 
very little coordination between the 
committees and the responsible au- 
thorities and this was the main 
reason for the chaotic situation in 
the city's civic services.” 

He said the new coundl would 
“work in total coordination with 
the Water Authority, the Jordan 
Electricity Authority (JEA) and the 
Telecommunications Corporation 
to improve services in the city.” 
Water snply in the city is one of the 
major concerns of its residents, who 


sometimes have to travel several 
kilomet re s to fetch drinking water. 

“There are major flaws in the 
fundamental as well as administra- 
tive planning of the city, and we 
have to go deep into the field and 
come up with suitable solutions." 
Omari said. Zarqa is notorious for 
its narrow streets, traffic jams and 
irregular traffic despite intense 
efforts exened by the local author- 
ities. 

“By no means is Zarq a a poor 
city,” Omari said. “Its annual 
municipal revenues exceed JD 5-5 
minion, and if p ro perly utifised this 
could dramatically improve the ci- 
ty's public services.” 

Following is the list of the candi- 
dates who won the elections: (“Isla- 
mic Action Bloc” unless otherwise 
mentioned). 

Yasser A1 Omari, Abdul Bari A1 
Ham dan, Mouhammad Mousa 
Ghuweiri (“Zarqa Islamic Bloc”), 
Mamdouh A1 Mheisan, Saleh 
Daifallah. Mousa A1 Zughloul. 
Zhazi A1 Deebk, Nabil A! Shishani. 
Mohammad Uqlah A1 Ghuweri and 
Ahmad Abu Khunna (“national- 
ist") 


Ministry rescinds ban on male hairdressers 


By Ghsdeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN — The Ministry of Interior has rescinded a derision mken fast 
month to ban mate hairdressers from working in beauty salons for women, 
ending a four-week cocurovexsy over the legality of the move. 

Hairdressers Ass o c ia tion President Airis Naber fold the Jordan Times 
Friday that uiiunuy officials told the association “during a meeting that the 
ban has been withdrawn and everything is back to normal.” He the 
executive members of toe association were informed of toe rescindment 
Wednesday. 

Although Murisay of Interior officials refined to make any formal 
comment, one m ui ist i y official privately confirmed that the ban was no 
longer effective and the decision was withdrawn. 

Minister of Interior Salem Massa'deh said fast week that the ban was a 
compromise aimed at a pp earin g more “conservative” elements in society. 
He said the ban would only apply to men trying to get licenses to open new 
beauty s alons. The minister could not be reached tar comment Friday. 


Naber said that the ministry had assured the association that anyone, 
male or female, could get a new license for a beauty salon “just fike 
before.” 

A senior official, commenting on the decision, said he did not expect the 
ministry to make a formal announcement of the withdrawal of the ban “in 
order not to make a big issue out of the move.” 

The ban. seen as a result of pressure by Islamists, sparked a controversy 
in more moderate circles which prompted some groups, including women 
activists, to lobby against the move, describing it as a violation of 
constitutional provirions which stipulate equal rights for men and women in 
the Kingdom. Spokesmen for the Muslim Brotherhood, which has a strong 
presence in Parliament with the largest single bloc in toe Lower House, 
welcomed toe ban saying it would boost employment rfmnpw for women. 

Several groups wercmvolved in behind-the-scene lobying with the 
government to bring about a reversal of the decision. However, a 1980 
Supreme' Court decision against a similar derision adopted by the 
authorities in Ixbid appeared to have been toe domxnant influential factor in 
the ministry’s move to withdraw toe decision. 
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British engineer dies under 
mysterious circumstances in Iraq 


i BAGHDAD (A P) — A British engineer was found 
■ dead in his hotel room under mysterious circumst- 
ances, the o fficial Iraqi News Agency (INA) reported 
Friday. 


The man was discovered 
Wednesday hi his Novotel hotel 
room and doctors have yet to 
determine his cause of death, 
according to the INA report, 
which quoted an unidentified 
spokesman for the Ministry of 
Interior. 

The agency identified the man 
as J. Gordon Glass but had no 
details about his age or .family. 

The British embassy said it had 
no immediate comment at this 
stage of the investigation. 

lire embassy was immediately 
informed and it asked a British 
doctor working in Iraq to join the 
Iraqi team investigating his death 
at die Baghdad morgue. 

Results of the examination will 
be made public when the team 
finishes its investigation, INA 
said. 

The agency said Glass, an em- 


ployee of Graham Johnson 
Machinery of Coventry, England, 
arrived on May 2 to fix machinery 
for an Iraqi plant belonging to the 
Ministry of Industry arid Military 
Industrialisation. 

INA said he was accompanied 
by two other British engineers, 
but did not identify the nature of 
the Iraqi {riant or the kind .of 
machinery under repair.. ' 

There are 2,500-3,000 British 
engineers and businessmen in 
Iraq and many work in plants 
belonging to the -Ministry of In- - 
dostry and Military Industrials-" 
tion, Iraq's prime weapons de- 
veloper. . . 

Most kept an especially low 
profile during demonstrations 
against the British embassy sure 
relations between the two conn- 
tries soared over tire past two 
months. 


Iraq hanged Faraod Bazoft, a 
Land-based, Iranian bom corres- 
pondent for the Observer weekly, 
on spying charges on March 15. 
The British ambassador, with- 
drawn in protest, returned to his 
port Thursday. 

Relations farther deteriorated 
after Britain stopped two ship- 
ments it said were headed for 
Iraq’s arms industry — one a 
super cannon and the other elec- 
tronic parts that could be used in 
the trigger f o r a nuclear -weapon. . 

Iraq denied the charges, saying 
the alleged gun parts were for the 
petrochemical industry and the 
electric capacitors were for uni- 
versity research. 

Many British businessmen 
working in Iraq jerined their col- 
leagues in tiie area in a confer- 
ence in Kuwait last week to assess 
business o pp o r t u nities due to the 
tension. British expo r t s to Iraq 
readied $700 million in 1989. 

Meanwhile, Iraq has given 
Greece until the end of this 
month to release a steel tube 
impounded on suspicion of being 


part of a giant ajtilicry 
Iraq’s ambassador^ Athens re* 
veaied Thursday; .. 

Iraqi Vice President Tahar 
Yasim Ramadan sent Greek Pre- 
mier Constantine Mitsotalos a 
letter on May 13 calling for a 
30-tonne steel tube seized on 
April 20 to be released by the end 
of tiie month. Ambassador Fetah 
A1 Khezreji told a news confer- 
ence. 

Iraq says the cylinder, im- 
pounded in the port of Patras, 
was part of an order from two 
British companies for a petroche- 
mical plant in Iraq. Khezreji said 
that has government has invited 
Greek military experts to ex- 
amine the plant. 

British defence and customs 
officials have said that tubes im- 
pounded in Greece, Turkey and 
Britain may form part of a giant 
gnu capable of firing nuclear and. 
chemical weapons. 

Other suspected parts of the 
gun have been found in Italy and 
West Germany. 


Thousands march for ruling party in Algiers 


ALGIERS, Algeria (R) — An 
estimated 100,000 to 200,000 peo- 
„ pie marched Thursday through 
central Algiers, singing patriotic 
songs and chanting for the ruling 
National Liberation Front 
CFLN). 

' Proclaimed as a “national de- 
• monstration of fraternity and soli- 
darity.” the march was intended 
-as a reply to the fundamentalist 
Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) and 
the pro-democracy movement, 
which organised similar, separate 
■ demonstrations during the past 
month. 

By contrast with last week's 
pro-democracy demonstration, 
which drew about 100,000 people 
in pouring rain, the ruling party’s 


march was favoured by sunshine. 
The fundamentalists’ march on 
April 20 drew an estimated 
200,000 people. 

Many of the marchers Thurs- 
day were farm workers and near- 
ly all were men. Most appeared 
old enough to have experienced 
Algeria’s eight-year war of libera- 
tion against France which ended 
28 .years ago. 

.It was the ruling party’s first 
major demonstration in Algiers 
since bloody riots erupted in 
October 1988 against unemploy- 
ment, low living standards and 
the dictatorship of a self- 
appointed ctique. 

Traffic was at a standstill 
throughout the city centre as mar- 


chers walked slowly for three 
kilometres from die 1st of May 
Square to the Square of tiie Mar- 
tyrs, kept in line by officials with 
arm bands and megaphones. No 
violence was repotted. 

' The demonstration took place 
three weeks before local elections 
scheduled on June 12, the first 
multi-party elections since inde- 
pendence. 

The march was carefully orga- 
nised by the National Liberation 
Front, which mobilised trains and 
buses from across the country to 
bring demonstrators to Algiers. 
By contrast, the Islami c march in 
April was held without assistance 
from state-owned transportation. 

The official Algerian News 
Agency (APS) estimated the 


number of marchers at more than 
100,000. Police along the route 
guessed more conservatively 
there were “tens of thousands.” 

The news agency said the mar- 
chers were “reliving the inde- 
pendence celebrations of 1962 to 
protest firmly against the 
attempts to deprive tiie Algerian 
people of the history of its armed 
revolution.” 

The demonstrators carried 
thousands of Algerian flags and 
political banners, many of them 
directed against those who have 
amassed huge fortuntes’d nrin gthe 
past 25 years. These fortunes 
caused much of the anti- 
government resentment which 
led to the 1988 riots. 


Candidates feast voters in Kuwait election campaign 


KUWAIT (R) — Huge tents 
. decked out with coloured lights 
have sprung up around Kuwait as 
candidates for a new interim 
- assembly seek votes with tradi- 
-.tional Arab hospitality. 

Sheep are kept in cages nearby, 
' ready for slaughter for the even- 
ting meals the candidates serve to 


supporters among die 65,000 vo- 
ters of this northern Gulf state. 

With its oil wealth, Kuwait is 
one of tiw biggest overseas inves- 
tors in the Arab. World. 

Although the hospitality is in 
line with custom, the cost has 
rased some eyebrows. The daily 
Al-Siyassa pointed out such 


largess ; might be beyond the 
means of some contendere. 

In a quiet start to the cam- 
paign; however, p ress comment 
so fer-has been mostiy aitidsm of 
a pro-democracy , movement 
Whose leaden say the new assem- 
bly will be toothless and call fin' a 
boycott of the June 10 poll. 


Kuwait’s last parliament, wide- 
ly considered the liveliest in the 
Arab World, was dissolved by the 
. emir. Sheikh Jaber A1 Ahmad A1 
Sabah, in 1986 at the height of the 
Gulf wat.between nearby Iran 
and Iraq^.., ... 


Abie 
Nathan: 
Israeli 
minister 
met PLO 


Amal makes new contacts over 
swap of Israeli bodies - — ICRC 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli peace 
campaigner Abie Nathan, under 
investigation for meeting FLO 
chief Yasser Arafat, has said a 
right-wing minister also met 
members of the outlawed Palesti- 
nian organisation. 

Nathan was released on bail of 
$5,000 Thursday after admitting 
he met Arafat in Tunis on a 
recen t trip. He said he had seen 
records- in Tunis of a London 
meeting between Justice Minister 
Dan Meridor and Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO) ■ 
officials. 

“I raw the file in Tunis. He met 
with two people in London,” 
Nathan told Israel Television. 
The two were members of the 
PLO, out la wed in Israel as a 
terrorist organisation, he said. 

Asked to identify the PLO 
officials, Nathan responded: “In 
the court I anil tell the judge. 
These people are afraid that their 
names will be pabhdsed.” 

Dan Meridor, a protege of 
hawkish Prime Minister Yi tzhak 
Shamir, told Reuters the accosa- 
dons were false. 

“I never met FLO leader, man 
or delegate in secret or in pub- 
lic,” Meridor said. He said he was 
in London in November or De- 
cember and addressed diplomats 
and foreign journalists at , 
Chatham House, the Royal Insti- 
tute for International Affaire. 

Nathan arrived home from ins 
latest talks with Arafat to receive 
a police s umm ons at Ben Gnrion 
Airport Wednesday. He reported 
to the police serious crimes unit 
and was taken to a mag is tr a t es 
court for a bail hearing. 

Afterwards, he told reporters 
be would meet Arafat again and 
again, and give his life to the 
peace cause. 

“There is no p unishm ent that 
bothers me or stops me. I am 
ready to do ev e ryt hin g, even to 
give life,” he said. 

The Iranian-born Nathan was 
'released from praon in February 
after serving four months of a 
six-month sentence for a previous 
meetmg witlr Arafat. ' 

“It is not a supreme law, it does 
not come from God... I would be 
a criminal if I respected that, 
law,” he said. 


GENEVA (AP) — The Shi’ite 
Amal militia in Lebanon has 
made new contacts with the Inter- 
national Committee of the Red 
Goss concerning an offer to re- 
tain the bodies of two Israeli 
soldiers in exchange for the li- 
beration of Israeli-held Shiite 
prisoners, an ICRC , spokes- 
- woman said Friday. 

“I can co nfirm that Amal has 
resumed contacts with ns on the 
subject,” said spokeswoman 
Marline Haemmerii, noting that 
ICRC had first been approached 
by both sides some time ago on 
the matter. She said die had no 
further comment. 

An Israeli Defence official, 
who insisted on anonymity, said 
Thursday that Israel wants proof 
that . Amal is holding the bodies 
before it was prepared to consid- 
er tiie proposal. 

Such an exchange could en- 
courage more releases of 16 Wert- 
on hostages, including six Amer- 
icans, held in Lebanon by pro- 
Iranian radicals. 

After two U.S. hostages were 
freed last month, Iran and allied 
groups in Lebanon demanded a 
goodwill g e s ture, such as the re- 
lease of prisoners held by tiie 
Israel-backed South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) which has more 
than 300 prisoners. 

The Israeli official said Amal 
had been d aiming for some time 
that it was holding the bodies but 
had never produced evidence. 

“As far as we know the Amal 
organisation does not have tiie 


bodies of any of our soldiers,” he 
said. “If Amal behoves the ■’ b<v 
dies are those of Israeli sokfiere, 
let it first submit evidence to tins 
effect- Only after we are con- 
vinced the bodies are in fact those 
of Israeli soldiers will there be 
room to negotiate tiie matter.” 

U.N. sources in South Leba- 
non disclosed Thursday that in 
early 1989 Amal leader Nabih 
Bern approached United ' Na- 
. lions’ officials and offered to re- 
turn Israeli bodies given to them 
by the PLO- 

In exchange, Bern sought tiie 
release of Shfite prisoners held in 
A1 Khiani, a prison controlled by 
the SLA in South Lebanon. 

The sources, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said Ber- 
ri never identified the bodies of 
tiie soldiers he was offering .to 
trade. They added that Israel 
demanded proof and suggested 
evidence be ghnen to representa- 
tives of the International Red 
Gross (ICRC). 

The negotiations. were halted, 
after inter-Shi Tte battles broke 
Out, and. Israel- kidnapped Shfite 
Sheikh Abdul Karim ObefaL 

Last week, SLA Commander 
Gen. Antoine Lahad rebuffed 
appeals to make prisoner releases 
solely to help Western hostages. 
He- said three c ap t ure d Israeli 
soldiers and mi ssing mili tiamen 
from his own organisation would - 
have to be part of any deal. 

Only one of the seven , Israeli 
servicemen trussing in Lebanon 
has been . held by the Syrian- 


supported AmaLTbcotherswere 
believed to be in the bands of 
radical Iraman-badced orPalesti- 
- man groups. .. ... .. 

haznaoincked /Shfite nnfitiar 
men were believed to.be^holdmg 
two Israeli servicemen, Yossi 
Fink, and Rahanrim Alsbrikh, 
captured in an ambush in South 
Lebanon in February 1986. 

Shortly, after their captnre, 
Beirut newspapers printed photos 
1 pur port in g to show Afahrikh and 
Fink/ recovering from: their 
wounds in hospitaFtype beds* 

Navigator Ron Arad, ■ whose 
plane was downed near Sidon in 
October 1986, was originally cap- 
tured by Amal. But reports sug- 
gested Amal security chief Mus- 
tafa Dirani defected to HizboOah 
with the afrmaiL . „■■■*, 

Three soldiers mzrajngnnoetiie 
June 11, 1982 Battle of Sultan 
Yak Dub U.S.-born Sgt. 
Zachary Baumel; Sgt. Zvi'Fdd- 
nutn , arid CpL -Yehuda Katz, 
were believed to be held by radic- 
al Palestinians. Samir Assad;, 
another soldier missing sure . 
1982, was “appa r e n tly' killed*” 
former Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has said. ; . 

The radical Democratic Front 
for the liberation of Palestine 
has claimed that Assad was killed 
hr a 1984 Israeli air. raid onian 
island off Lebanon’s northern 
port city of Tripoli. 

In 1986, the Marxist group 
offered to exchange Assad’s body 
for 50 captive guerrillas. Israel 
has turned- down the offer. 


Sudan plans national ‘dialogue’ 


KHARTOUM (R) — Sudan’s 
military rulers, decrying the 
democracy they overthrew 10 
months ago, have promised a 
national dialogue on tiie future of 
politics in Africa’s largest 
country. 

Brigadier Osman Ahtnad Has- 
san, third in command of the 
junta, told Reuters the dialogue 
would be held soon 

Hassan, who beads a commit- , 
tee responsible for reorganising 
political fife, said now-banned 
political parties “(fid not repre- 
sent the people.” He declined to 
say whether the 15-member junta 
would be ^ wilting eventually to 
hand power to civilians. 

~ Eleven Soviet-made T-52 tanks 
have guarded Nile bridges and 
the home of junta leader Omar 


Hassan A1 Bashir since be seized six million people hove been 
power last June 30. Khartoum’s under curfew since July. 

De Klerk may visit Israel 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli news- 
paper and radio reports said Fri- 
day that South African President 
F.W. De Klerk would visit die 
Jewish state .next month bat tiie 
South African embassy said no 
date had been fixed. 

Davar newspaper and Israel 
Radio said De Klerk, currently 
touring European Community 
(EC) states in a campaign against 
sanctions, would visit Israel after 
talks in Washington scheduled for 
June 18. 

It would be the first official 


visit to Israel by a South African 
bead of state. 

“We have had informal 
approaches from farad, nothing 
in writing, and tite state president 
would iove to come sometime fait 
nothing has been fixed yet,” an 
embassy spokeswoman told Reu- 
ters. 

De Klerk has won praise and 
cautions promises of support in 
Britain, France, Greece, Portngal 
and Belgium for h& sweeping 
refogns, including direct, talks 
with the African National Con- 
gress (ANC). .. 
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|||pgation drawn from cross-section of 
Americans plans ‘peace pilgrimage* to Mideast 


i. vBy P.V- . ViwfcatMnd . . 

- v _.s fr j jtodaa Tones Staff Writer 


■ ■ r . ' r ..v*:- - -- . 

AMMAN — A pm of prominent Americans drawn from all 
walk* of SfcwxJ fewted by two resowoed foiraef members of the 
^r&dDte fccrpccfcd n make . what itbSkd as a “Pilgrimage for 
y&ps totbe Mudte Baa** itas month, acconfing to informed 
sources. ' 

: : A adopted 

rm^ a brief stopovc^ m Amman May. 22 enroate to Damascus, 
- ‘mm&s that foemrin theme of foe “peace p^rint^e"‘ismo«or 
J le« m jtoe^^4liietwitate rotation endorsed by the Palestine 
Tiberatfan Organisation (PUD) pad the Arab Work! at huge. 

■ The 46-roenffler group wB be kd'by former scnatorsChzrics 
Pwey(R™trfkaa tiKnai*) tatd George MeGovera (Democrat 


(Republican -- JJKwb*) and George McGovern (Democrat 
— SotifoDakata). and win indiuk former prendemial candidate 


■ aadCoog fl e wrotan John Anderson (Republican), former senator 
tad Arab- Araaican lcader James Abouvtak (Democrat — Smith 
Dakota), add fanner members of the House of Representatives 
: David Atom) and Pete McCkakey as wen as famous dnrmatog- 

- p*p>m^ AttXatKNt. 

J- Other members <rf the gtcwp iucfctde Canadian Parhameni 
oemb e r tan Waddl, jouroahstand fan ne r hostage Jeremy Levin, 
doctor Mike FarreH, severer Jeadmg religious fibres from the 
■Christian and Jewish; faiths, beads of giant conglomerates, farmer 
high-ranking officials in (he administration ami other experts on 
'the Middle East 

; . Accordingto the group’s “posiooo paper," a copy of wiuefa was 
mitfe -anddrie to the Jonhs 'Hues, the i M c grt io a antes dot "wHc (be 
intifada teas brought atzennos and increased appreciation for the 
ptigihi of Pakstimam and the depth <& Israeli fears, there has not 
yet been enough momentum for a peace process, especially in the 
' of Congress aid the White House.” 

Underlining aa awareness dim “American f i t im w will have to 
fead the way far. era political representatives," the delegation 
asserts that “a just and moral course of action is nor likely to be 
ta k e n without vigorous public support.” It calls for an M mdcpen- 


“mternational peace conference, under the supervision of the U.N. 
and the p erma n en t members of the .Security Council, is the vehicle 
best equipped and most acceptable to members of the international 
community.” V. 

it was not hsmatoely known whether meetings were scheduled 
until leaden . of the constrict . rndoded in the M pilgrimage" — Syria, 
Jordan, Egypt mid Israel. Informed sources said the team was 
seeking meetings with Palestinian leaders ra the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. 

. The delegation wifl anive iE Amman May 22 far transfer to 
Damascus and return to die Jordanian caprtalon May 25 enroute to, 
Cairo. It fannaHy begins a vi at to Jordan on May 29 and crosses 
over to the occupied territories and Israel May 31 . After spending 
four days there, the group wiQ return to Amman June 3 and will 
leaves the next day. 

The fcjghpoinf of the ‘‘pflgrimage.for peace” will be when the 
delegation wffl offer a prayer for peace in the Middle East during 
its visit to the Holy Land. 

- The trip is organised by the Washington , D.C.-based Pax World 


Foundation in coordiiiation with the Cyprus-based Middle East 
Council of Churches (MECC) and. its representatives in the 
countries in the region. 

According to Kjell Jonas&on, the MECC representative in 
Amman, efforts are under way to schedule meetings between the 
delegation and Jordanian leaders and senior officials. One of the 
major impediments is the hectic preparations for the extraordinary 
Arab summit to be held in Baghdad, Iraq, on May 28. 

Jonasson said a panel discussion between the delegation mem- 
bers and Jordanian offi cial* and politicians was also being planned, 
but if was premature to offer details. 

Ideas were also explored earlier whether the delegation could 
join an international peace march organised by the Aumrican-Arab 
Aim-Discrimination Committee (ADC) and uriigHnl^j to (a if** 
place in early June. However, the idea fell through when the ADC 
decided to postpone the event until Nov. 29. officials said. 

Following is the full list of the members of the “ Pilgrimage 
for Peace to the Middle East " delegation: 

Co-leaders: Former U.S- senators Charles Percy and George 
McGovern; 

Pax World Foundation facilitators: G. Charles Rhoads, Charolett 
Goodwin and Laura Barra tz 
Mission Coordinator; Jamil Shami 

Reuben Aaronson: Cinematographer 
James Abourezk: Former U.S. senator 
John Anderson: Former member of Congress 
Norman E. Barth; Executive director, Lutheran World Relief 
Michael Beard: President, National Coalition to Stop Gun Vio- 
lence 

Leonard Beerman: Rabbi 

David Brown Former member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives 

David Beyer: Professional writer, photographer, retired from 
National Geographic 

Charlotte Feinberg Brody: Trustee, Feinberg Foundation 
Frank Breckbtil: Board member, Houston United Nations Asso- 
ciation: Founder, Building Peace Bridges 
Carole Breckbtil: Hermann Hospital, Houston, Texas 
Leonel J. Castillo: Head of immigration under President Carter: 
Chairman, Hermann Hospital, Hispanic community leader ' 
William Peter day: Assistant to Ian Waddell, member of 
Canadian Parliament 

Scott Cohen: Consultant, Scon Cohen & Associates 
Rita Cohen: Spouse 

Hilary Esmonae-White: International foreign policy and trade 
analyst 

Patrick Esmonde- White: Editor, New Voices Radio 
Mike Farrell: Actor, political activist 

Barbara Good: Retired U.S. foreign service officer, vice president. 
National Woman's Party 

Neal Kerry: Former director of Middle East Affairs, Save the 
Children 

Arthur Kobacker: Chairman Pickway Shoes, the Shoe Works, 
Gussini Shoes 

Saul Landau: Senior fellow. Institute for Policy Studies 
Jeremy Levin: Former CNN news bureau chief and hostage in 
Lebanon 


Barbara La bin: Executive Director, Middle East Children Alliance 
David Mahsman: Reverend, The Lutheran Church — Missouri 
Synod 

Robert J. Marshall: Rented bishop; president, Lutheran World 
Relief 

Robert Marx: Rabbi 

Nassixn N. Malar: H & O Properties 

Tom McBurney: Executive vice-presidentfdiainnan of Pillsbury 
Foods International; former chair, Minnesota Public Radio 
Pete McQoskcy, Jr.: Former member of U.S. House of Rcpre- 
‘sentatives 

Mark Percy: Vice-president, Charles Percy & Associates 
Diane Porter Episcopal Church Centre 
W. Burkette Riper President, Mount Olive College, North 
Carolina 

Rose Raper Spouse 

John B. Ray: Professor, political geographer, Middle Tennessee 
State University Katherine T. Ray: Pfalosophyi'ReligiOQ Dept., 
Middle Tennessee State University 
John Rogers: Catholic Priest 

Abdul Aziz Said: Professor of international relations at foe 
American University 

Richard Schaeffer Lawyer, Frank Bernstein. Conaway & 
Goldman 

Woodrow Seals: Senior judge, Texas 

Kamdah Shami: Educator 

Ian Wadell: Member of Canadian Parliament 

Barbara Wiedner Founder, Grandmother for Peace 

Following is the “position paper ” adopted by the “ Pil- 
grimage for Peace to the Middle East" delegation: 

While the intifada has brought attention, and increased apprecia- 
tion for the plight of Pakstinians and the depth of Israeli feats, 
there has not yet been enough momentum for a peace process, 
especially in the balk of Congress and rite White House. As in 
other calamitous incidents throughout our recent history, such as 
ube Vietnam war and die excessive mdear buildup, it is apparent that 
American citizens will have to lead the way for our pol iti ca l 
representatives. A just and moral course of action is not likely to be 


taken without vigorous public support. 

Therefore, we, clergy of all religions, political figures, former 
members of Congress, ambassadors, foreign service officers, public 
officials, academicians, civic leaders, physicians, attorneys, scien- 
tists, writers, journalists, and other professionals declare through 
our participation in the “Pilgrimage for Peace to the Middle East" 
our support of the following: 

— An independent Palestinian State alongside the State of Israel. 
The sovereignty of both peoples must be respected and protected. 
— The respect and utilisation of United Nations resolutions 
towards enhancing the efforts of peace in the region, particularly 
U.N. Resolutions 242 and 338, which must be considered the legal 
and political grounds for an acceptable solution to both sides of the 



totirchaodirapped in Jordan and 
ti^ wdeavoHTs to , develop the 
services offered id them. 

~ " Cfemring tbe^ first meeting of 
rite ? NCHA Tlwicwlay, Prince 
Ra’dstressed the need to discuss 
the Jnwrelated to the handicap- 
ped. affair? and the proposed, 
amendments fa qrderto conclude 
a' ^ am pta nentary law. . 

_ Mmister of Social. JDevelop- 
_jbcx^ AbdalMajid Shreideh rid 
foe ramtsttydot* t& best to pro. 
vkte sennees to the h a ndicap ped 
- m cooperate with other minis- 
tries a»d. departments.- 
. "Daring the meeting, discus- 
siQtB dealt with alt matters re- 
late d to jBw^i^sg services pfo- 
vaedtothehandicJtpped^ 


Princess AJfa attends horse show 


■ AMMAN - (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Alia Friday 
r a tt ended the Arabian horse show, held at the royal stables in 
- . Humnutr to raise fends for the Friends of the Liver Patients 
Society. Princess Aha said that horse-riding was one of tike most 
' beautiful and useful lands of sports. Princess Aha said horse- 
riding was part of the Arab heritage and called for directing 
spcdal care to original Arabian hones and training them to 
participate in world horse shows. The event is designed to raise 
funds for the Friends of the Liver Patients Society, to enable it 
. undertake the necessary stwfies and support the health education 

- programmer at schools and camps. 

ACC transport ministers meet Tuesday 

/ AMMAN (Petra) "— The general secretaries at the Arab 
.Cooperation Council (ACC) ministries of transport will hold a 
meeting in Amman Tuesday. The discussions will deal with 
setting a mechanism and formulas for the implementation of the ’ 
‘ . cooperation a g re em ent the ACC countries signed recently in 
; Amman, which d eal s with cooperation in land transport of people 

- and goods. The conference, will fanhermore, define the subjects 
and recommendations to be presented to the ACC ministers of 
transport during the meeting they will hold in Amman in June. 

Jordan, Tunisia to boost media relation 

.- TUNIS (Petra)^ — Jordan’s ambassador to Tunisia, Talal A1 
Hassan Friday discussed with Tunisian Director-General of Radio 
and Televfeion Saladdin Ma’awych means to bolster bilateral 


Police nab robbers 
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GflUety «f Fine Arts. 
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AMMAN (J-T.) — An Egyptian 
national faring in Amman and 
two of his aocompBcohave been 
ar re ste d within boms of stealing a 
car large amounts of cash 
found inside it, according to a 
. report in the fool press Friday. 

A 21-year-old Egyptian and 
rwo of his acc om plices stole a car 
bekmgiQg to B.KbJ. from Dm 
Uihaina district while it was 
parked near the Ahfiyeh School 
for Girls cm May IS, according to 
the report. 

It smd tim the car owner had 
kept a briefcase inside the car 
contumng $25,000, JD 7JXX) in 
exli and JD 18,000 in cheques. 
- The thre* thieves stok the car, 
drove it to Hay Nazzal district, 
took -away the briefcase and 
shared the money before aban- 
doning the ear which wfa later 
found by police patrols in the 


area, the report added. 

It said that the Egyptian, iden- 
tified by police only as A.T.H., 
.who used to work for the car 
owner and accompany him in the 
mornings to take his children to 
school, in Jabal Amman, had 
known all along that his employer 
carried the money in the briefcase 
and soon bad a duplicate made 
for the car key which was later 
used by the three thieves, the 
report said. 

It said on the day of the rob- 
bery, the Egyptian and the cm 
owner locked foe parked car and 
accompanied the girts to the 
school only to return later and 
. find it had vanished. 

The Egyptian worker had to 
admit to having plotted foe rob- 
bery, with the other two and this 
led to their immediate arrest and 
foe restoration of the stolen 
- money. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


with dsep sorrow the Spaateh Embassy wishes to com- 
namfcate the demise of the Defence Attache, GoL Wences- 
bo tie Moya. 

A qondofcaces book will be opened at the Chancery of the 
Embassy on Thursday the ITth/aud Saturday the 19th. of 
May 1990, between 10.0B ua. to 1M pjn. 


relations in the information media. The Tunisian official praised 
the existing cooperation saying that during the past few years 
Jordan’s programme and televirion production occupied an 
outstanding role in the Arab markets. 

Bakhit chairs Euro-Arab talk committee 

■TUNIS (Petra) — Permanent Arab representatives to the Arab 
League, meeting here to discuss preparations for a Euro-Arab 
dialogue symposium which will be held in Amman early next 
year, selected Adnan Al-Bakhit, vice-president of the University 
of Jordan for Planning and Community Development Affairs, as 
chairman of a special committee, which has recently been 
established to devise means for enhancing Euro- Arab coopera- 
tion in the cultural and social fields as well as technical and 
vocational training and narcotics control. 


UNRWA veterans honoured 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Director of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA) Ele Saaf 
Thursday handed over testimonials and medals to seven UNRWA 
employees in Jordan who have served for 40 years, according to a 
press release issued by the agency. The old timers joined 
UNRWA on May 1, 1950 when it started operations. UNRWA 
has some 18,000 staff members in its area of operations namely 
Jordan, Syrian, Lebanon, the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
as well as in its headquarters in Vienna. UNRWA provides 
education, health and relief services for some 23 mihon Palesti- 
nian refugees registered with it. 


SILENT AUCTION 
SILENT AUCTION 
SILENT AUCTION 

American Community 
School 

Saturday May 19, 1990 

7:30 p.m. - 10:00 p.m. 


Refreshments !? Silent Bids !! 

' LIVE AUCTION AT 9:00 P.M. 

Come & bid on items offered by 
The American Community School fdmilies 
& the Amman business community 
Over 200 items!! 

Ticket Cost 2 J.D. 
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Prime Minister Mudar Badran Thursday receives a Chinese 
delegation led by Deputy Mayor of Peking Kowang Chao for 
discussions on bolstering cooperation between the two coun- 
tries’ capitals (Petra photo) 

Peking, Amman to 
boost cooperation 


— The resolution of the conflict must be achieved only through 
non-violent means. The international peace conference, under foe 
supervision of foe United Nations and the permanent members of 
foe Security Council, is the vehicle best equipped and most 
acceptable to members of the international community. 


Israelis kijl . . 

13-year-otd 1 ; 

(Coafoned from page I) 

the West Bank through the upris- 
ing. 

In the last week there have 
been at least three firebomb 
attacks on Israeli buses and cars 
in Jerusalem and a stoning that 
injured a small Israeli girl near 
foe old walled city, according to 
police reports. 

Arab nationalists were also be- 
lieved behind two brush fires that 
swept fields in Jerusalem and its 
outskirts since Thursday. 

In Hebron, scores of troops 
searched for two assailants who 
ambushed an army patrol Thurs- 
day night, woiudiiig a soldier. 

The town centre, nearby vil- 
lages of Sair and Beni Naim and 
Dbeishe refugee camp remained 
under curfews imposed over- 
night, the army said. 

Firearm attacks on Israelis 
have been rare throughout foe 
29- month -old Palestinian uprising 
but lack of moves towards peace 
talks has prompted calls by hard- 
liners for aimed revolt. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A four- 
| member delegation led by Depu- 
~ ty Mayor of Peking Kuwang 
Chao Friday went for a visit to 
the Dead Sea. the Jordan Valley 
and the Greco-Roman archaeolo- 
gical town of Jerash in the com- 
pany of officials from the Amman 
Municipality. 

A Chinese embassy official told 
the Jordan Times Friday the de- 
legation members would visit 
Saturday several development 
projects carried out by the Am- 
man Municipality and would hold 
further talks with municipal offi- 
cilas on cooperation between 
Amman and Peking in city plan- 
ning and other projects. 

The delegation members, who 
arrived in Amman Thursday, 
were received by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran with whom they 
discussed areas of cooperation 
between the two capitals. The 


meeting was attended by Amman 
Mayor Ali Suheimit who, earlier 
Thursday, held talks with the 
Chinese delegation on coopera- 
tion in creating public gardens 
and city planning. 

Agreement was reached at the 
initial meeting on the imple- 
mentation of an international gar- 
den in Amman through joint 
cooperation. “Formal agreement 
on this project would be con- 
cluded in Peking at a later date,” 
according to foe Jordan News 
Agency, Petra. 

Suheimat briefed the delega- 
tion on various aspects of de- 
velopment in Amman over the 
past four decades and later 
accompanied the delegation 
members on a tour of the Roman 
amphitheatre and other projects 
and gardens inside foe capital. 
The delegation leaves for home 
Monday. 


Farmers to have 
new federation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — All farmers 
and citizens working in foe agri- 
cultural fields will be entitled to 
join foe projected Jordanian for- 
mers federation which will come 
into being once it has been 
approved by foe government, 
atxordrag-fo-MiuHtetqf ^gricul- 
■ture^ulriroan Arabfy&i'ji.,- 
f In a statement, published by the 
■press the minister said-atirafr law 
on foe new federation had been 
finalised and now awaits official 
government endorsement before 
further measures can be taken for 
its formal establishment in Jor- 
dan. 

“Once it has been set up, foe 
federation, the first of its kind in 


the Kingdom, will create bran- 
ches in all governorates including 
foe Jordan Valley region,” Ara- 
biyat said following a meeting by 
foe higher agricultural council on 
Wednesday. 

. The council, meeting under 
Arabiyat’s chairmanship, was 
also attended by ministers of 
supply, water and. irrigation. and 
municipal and rural affairs and 
foe environment. 

Arabiyat was quoted as saying 
that the meeting defined sources 
for financing foe federation’s acti- 
vities which will benefit all far- 
mers' societies in the country. 


Projects in south seek to 
improve people’s lives 


TAFILEH (J.T.) — The begin- 
ning of June will witness foe start 
of several development schemes 
in the Tafileh governorate de- 
signed to help alleviate the nega- 
tive effects of this year’s drought 
and foe present unemployment, 
according to Tafileh Governor 
Khalaf AI Maharmeh. 

The governor said that as of the 
first of the coining month work 
will begin throughout the gov- 
ern© rate of Tafileh on mainte- 
nance of roads, development of 
water springs, building of agri- 


cultural roads, 'planting of fruit 
and forest trees and repairing 
canals, projects which are bound 
to improve the economic situa- 
tion and employ further numbers 
of citizens in foe governorate. 

He said that JD 100,000 have 
been received out of JD 500,000 
allocated for development pro- 
jects, according to plans 
announced by Prime Minister 
Mudar Badran during his visit to 
the Tafileh governorate last 
March. 


RESIDENT MANAGER EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

MAJOR U.S. MULTINATIONAL 
PETROCHEMICAL COMPANY 

* The Resident Manager for this major U.S. Multinational 
Petrochemical Company will be responsible for the 
successful management of the company's petroche- 
mical business in several East Mediterranean coun- 
tries. This includes achievement of challenging busi- 
ness objectives, development of new business oppor- 
tunities and coordination with major industries in the 
area. 

* The position reports to the Company's Headquarters in 
Europe and enjoys considerable autonomy. 

► ideal candidate should be at least 35 years of age with 
a minimum of 10 years sales and/or marketing experi-" 
ence in the petrochemicals and plastics industry. 
Fluency in Arabic and English is mandatory. 

► Office location is open. 

> Attractive compensation package, company car, other 
benefits. 

> CV in English should be sent to P.O. Box 
910078, Amman not later than June 1, 1990, 
addressed to the General Manager mention- 
ing “Re vacancy Multinational Petrochemic- 
al Company”. 
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View From Amman 


By Kamel S. Abo Jaber 


‘Stop’ must 
mean stop 


ON THE occasion of World Traffic Week which feU on 
Sunday banners are beginning to appear on major thor- 
oughfares in Amman reminding drivers that a “stop” sign 
himim a complete stop and not a license to cross intersec- 
tions without as much as a wink. This is a good start but 
hardy enough. It is a foregone conclusion that ignoring Stop 
signs is a major contributor to traffic accidents, and ft is too 
obvious to deserve a comment. Jordanian drivers are 
notorious for taming a blind eye to “Stop” signs and part of 
the Marne goes to our traffic authorities who are more 
preoccupied with parking violations than with drivers who 
whiz “Stop” signs in utter disregard tor normal 

driving habits. 

Granted that educating drivers about the significance of 
traffic signs must go on with vigour and determination hot 
that done b not likely to stop one of the myor reasons for 
traffic accidents in die country. 

If one examines the record of traffic violation tickets that 
police met out to drivers periodically there are hardly any 
mention of “Stop*' sign violations. In tins vein, the traffic 
department becomes an accomplice to tbe raging traffic 
crisis. There b no sliver of doubt that had our traffic 
department been more con c ern e d about “Stop” signs, it 
would have conducted a much more determined effort to 
rfi— its co ntrav e n tion with relative ease. Post traffic 
police at random “Stop” signs and watch toe number of 
traffic violation tickets that could be given to drivers who 
pass through them undeterred by all the rales and regtria- 
tkms governing diem. Perhaps^ toe banners festoo nin g the 
streets of urban areas in the Kingdom suggest that a more 
vigorous policy against “Stop” sign violators b in the offing. 
V Ms b true, then drivers and pedestrians afike have a 
reason to rejoice. If not then die concerned authorities are 
respectfully invited to attend to tins proMem in a much more 
fbrcefal w^y. Insurance companies can also be invited to 
share hi die effort to change Jordanian driving habits by 
hiking insurance p r e mi u m s on those who are caught 
violating “Stop” signs. Jordanian drivers can also lend 
support to the campaign to stop (he violation of “Stop” 
signs by driving more reasonably when crossing the roads 
and highways of the country. In toe Gad ascdysss, fC b they, 
toe drivers and their passengers, who stand to benefit most 
from this new policy. Is there a better way to observe the 
message of Traffic Week than to have all Jordanians 
cooperate with die traffic department to make Jordan a 
safer place to drive in? 

“■ Binary 1 

Cbrmkate 

' - .1 c \ 


Commenting on a statement by the first deputy prime minister of 
Iraq in Cairo about Israel's plans to launch an aggression on Iraq, 
A1 Ra’i daily said that there is no alternative for the Arat , Uit to 
mobilise their forces behind Iraq to confront Israel's adventures. 
The paper said that Iraq is not only defending its awn soil, but 
rather the Arab Nation as a whole; and it is the duty and 
respsonsibility of the Arabs to pool their forces and deter 
aggression. T7ie paper said that it is incumbent on all Arab states 
to take part in the coming summit in Baghdad because such a 
summit will not be a mere political demonstration, bur rather a 
real show of unity and platform for joint Arab action in the face of 
enemy conspiracies. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily writes on the new municipal council 
in Zarqa and says that its election came amidst an atmosphere of 
democratisation now going on in the Kingdom. Now that the 
council has been elected, the people of Zarqa and surrounding 
areas are looking forward to a new city and a reconstruction 
process which would reflect the slogans raised by the candidates 
who won in the elections, according to Badr Abdul Haq. The 
writer says that the streets of Zarqa are in dire need of rebuilding, 
the Zarqa children need gardens to play and the city’s cultural and 
social institutions and youth clubs require a new life. This is the 
task of the new municipal council elected in a democratic manner 
on Tuesday and Wednesday, says the writer. The council 
members he says are facing a formidable task of refurbishing their 
city, and making it a safer and more pleasant town for its own 
citizens and visitors. 

Al Dustour daily criticised with bitterness the -United States and 
the Soviet Union for what it says their collusion to cause harm to 
the Arab Nation. The paper said that as Washington helps and 
encourages the process of Soviet Jewish immigration into Pales- 
tine it tends to give lip service to the Arabs to appease their anger 
Over the situation. The Soviet Union for its part is providing 
manpower necessary to fatten Israel and to enable its leaders to 
carry out their aggressive plans in the Arab region, the paper 
noted, ft said that instead of calling on the United States and 
other countries to end their support for Israel, the Soviet Union is 
creating a problem for the world community and asking the U ,N, 
Security Council to solve it. The paper said that the recent 
developments in the immigration question should provide suffi- 
cient proof to the Arabs that the superpowers only car for their 
own interests, and do not have any regard to the principles of 
justice and right. 


Charles de Gaulle in his century 


THROUGHOUT history very 
few men have bad foe great 
honour of having their name 
stamped on tbe socio-econo- 
mic and political doctrine they 
believed in and advocated. 
Charles de Gaulle of France 
was one of this select few with 
“Gaullism” representing the 
doctrine -he advocated. This 
year, his beloved France is 
celebrating Ids centemal, hon- 
ouring not only the man him- 
self, but the legacy he so con- 
fidently institutionalised in the 
founding of tbe Fifth Republic. 

With the theme of “De 
Gaulle In His Century'’, a 
series of symposia are sche- 
duled throughout 1990 de- 
signed to focus on the elements 
of stability he introduced into 
French political life, as wefl as 
his impact on Europe and the 
world at large. One such sym- 
■posimn focusing on his impact 
on domestic politics was re- 
cently held at the now restored 
great Abbey of Fonteurand in 
The Loire Valley. The gran- 
deur of the venue of the meet- 


ing was befitting the man who, 
perhaps more than any other 
Frenchman since Louis XIV, 
left his mark on France, 
Europe and the world. 

Though a man of mood and 
charisma, he had a vision of 
the future. The future not only 
of his nation, but of the world 
as well. Tbe vision he held, be 
executed in a series of policies 
on the inte rnati onal level and 
in the institutions be founded 
at home. 

On the international level, 
he was quick in realising the 
dangers emanating from the 
bipolarisation that occurred in 
the wake of the Second World 
War, between East and West; 
thus his policy! independent of 
Washington and the NATO 
alliance, emerged. While he 
was vflhfied by many Amer- 
icans, sometimes even ridi- 
culed, for this independent 
line, his policy bad at least 
three major historical consequ- 
ences. It provided and alterna- 
tive to the Soviet bloc within 
the Western camp, thus reduc- 


ing the level of' international 
tension, while at the same 
time, it tended to deflate 
American arrogance of power 


think twice before initiating 
any more that might result in 
confrontation. In an intensely 
ideological area, his often anti- 
American pronouncements 
made anti-Americanism re- 
spectable at a time when any- 
one holding such sentiments 
was accused of being commun- 
ist. This, in turn, made non- 
alignment of Third World 
countries acceptable. If France 
could be non-aligned, why was 
it then not possible for other 
countries to do so? The third 
consequence of his indepen- 
dent policies was his paving of 
the way for the creation of the 
future European power bloc 
which is still in the malting. 

The emergence of the 
Europe of the 1990s and 
beyond, was facilitated by two 
ideas that de Gaulle held. 
First, France, indeed the west, 
must divest itself of its colonies 


and reestablish relations with 
the new emerging nation* on a 
new footing. Otherwise', 
France 'would be involved' in 
long liberation struggles that 
would be both costly and ex- 
hausting. In the bade of bis 
mind, de Gaulle was aware, of 
the lessons to be learned from 
France's involvement in Indo- 
China and Algeria. Against 
great odds, he taught the 
French political right, kmg tbe 
backbone supporting cokmial- 
ism, that France’s greatness of 
■the future must depend on 
ideas, on culture, not the sub- 
jugation of other peoples. 

His second idea, in which 
again he succeeded, was the 
rehabilitation of Germany into 
the community of Europe, in- 
deed the world. His respect 
and friendship with Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer were the 
cornerstone of 'the new Franco-' 
German relationship. This 
policy, often overlooked by 
observers, continues to- have 
the greatest impact an interna- 
tional politics. It was not easy 


to convince tire French, of the 
left or the right of their politic- 
al spectrum, that the tradition- 
al enemy; indeed the night- 
mare of France could be 
trusted, indeed as events later 
proved, turned into a reliable 
ally and friend. 

De Gaulle’s domestic poli- 
cies were of momentous con- 
sequence as well. Like his con- 
tributions in the international 
area,' here a gain, only a few 
can be pointed out. Perhaps his 
greatest contribution was the 
rehabilitation of the French 
political right for the first time 
since the Glorious Revolution 
of 1789. Since the “Auden 
Regime”, the French right had 
been discredited, radical and 
almost always on the fringe of 
respectability. It is now posa- 
ble to be non-gauche and re- 
spectable at the same time. 

Gaullism created a main- 
stream current somewhere to 
the right of centre that became 
successful in attracting certain 


radicals from both poles, left 
and right, towards the centre. 
This social reconciliation, 
occurring again for the first 
time since the fall of the Bour- 
bons, became the basis not 
only of the present political 
stability, bat social peace and 
economic prosperity as well. It 
ended up by makin g it possible 
not only to combine the right 
and democracy as was the case 
with de Gaulle . himself, but 
akn democracy ark) the left as 
weD as is the case with Francois- 
Mjtterrand. He did not pull the 
rug from under, the feet of 
either side, he merely placed 
one in the middle. ' 

It is a vision and principle 
that distinguishes a statesman 
from a politician or a mere 
ruler. De Gaulle had both. De 
Gaulle succeeded tike no other 
Frenchman in changing tbe 
direction of France’s destiny so 
it would remain for a kmg time 
to come a positive force and a 
bnlwork of stability in interna- 
tional politics. 


Right of Return March: 


Catalyst to Arab solidarity 


Distinguished leader 


By I .amis Andoni 

THE “RIGHT TO RETURN*’ 
march by thousands to the bridge 
across the River Jordan last Mon- 
day which turned into tbe biggest 
display yet of solidarity with the 
30-month-old Palestinian uprising 
in the occupied territories is 
viewed by organisers as weD as 
analysts as a potential launching 
point for the mobilisation of an 
all-out Arab popular movement 
in support of tbe anti-occupation 
revolt. 

“We expect the march to break 
the unforgivable silence and 
stagnation in Arab support for 
the intifada,” commented an 
Arab participant in the march 
who said he was very .encouraged 
to witness such a rally of solidar- 
ity in a frontline state. 

In feet, tbe “reactivation” of 
the rote of the Arab masses and 
popular organisations was cited 
as one of the main objectives of 
the march by its organisers — 
Jordan's influential professional 
associations and unions. Another 
objective, they said, was to build 
popular Arab pressure on Arab 
governments to effectively extend 
financial support for the intifada. 

An equally important goal was 
to draw Arab and international 
attention to the dangers inherent 
in the massive Soviet Jewish im- 
migration to Israel and the feet 
that the threats are not limited to 
the Palestinians living in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
since Jordan could find itself at 
the receiving end of a forced 
Palestinian exodus to the East 
Bank — a prospect against which 
His Majesty King Hussein has 
repeatedly warned. 

To emphasise the danger confront- 
ing Jordan, banners and slogans 
raised during the massive march to 
the bridge included this very pointed 
slogan: “Soviet Jewish immigration 
equals Palestinian transfer..? 

Arab and Jordanian political activ- 
ists emphasised the need for effective 
Arab support for Jordan's steadfast- 
ness “at this point in time more than 
ever, particularly that Israel must be 
very much disturbed by the democra- 
tisation process in the Kingdom.” 

“If it was not for the democratisa- 
tion in Jordan, this march would not 
have been possible,” said an Arab 
writer who was in Jordan a few days 
before the event. “Such popular 
mobilisation must be very worrisome 
to the Israeli leaders who have always 
viewed Jordan as a buffer state.” 

Most analysts agree that the demo- 
cratisation era is transforming Jordan 
into a catalyst for increased Arab 
interaction with the intifada. Seen in 
light of sudi viewpoints, it was not a 
coincidence that the "Right of Return 
March” was preceded by a two-day 
conference in support of the intifada 
and to discuss the means to counter 
the repercussions of Soviet Jewish 
immigration to Israel. 

The confe r e n c e was . attended by 
about 70 nominated delegates from 
professional associations and unions 
from the Arab World who also took 
part in the march as representatives 
of their popular organisations. 

In a final statement, the partici- 
pants in the conference called on 
Arab states to fulfill their financial 
pledges towards supporting the intifa- 
da and undertook to organise demon- 
strations of solidarity with the Palesti- 
nian people and activities aimed at 
raising funds for the intifada by popu- 
lar organisations in other Arab coun- 
tries. 

These calls were reinforced by the 
“Right of Return” marchers, who 
condemned in their chants the “offi- 
cial Arab silence and repression." At 
one stage during tbe march, several 
groups of young people sang impro- 
vised songs containing scathing critic- 
ism of some rich Arab countries 
which have failed to provide sufficient 
support for the anti-occupation revolt 


being waged in the West Bank and 
Gaza. 

The slogans officially endorsed by 
the orgamsera of the march were 
harsh against the American policy but 
did not contain any attack on any 
Arab country. Instead, there was a 
call for the revival of the "Eastern 
Front.” 

In an apparent bid to influence the 
participating Arab organisations into 
press urin g their go v ernm en ts to en- 
dorse a unified Arab position in 
support of tbe intifada and the 
Palestinian quest, tbe organisers of 
the march arranged a visit to the 
bridge earlier in the day. It was 
confined to leaders of Arab profes- 
sional associations and a number of 
Palestinians expelled from the occu- 
pied territories by the Israeli author- 
ities. 

Stormed Arabs 

The visit proved to be a very 
moving experience for many. “1 had 
never been to tbe bridge before," said 
an Iraqi union leader. “To see the 
Israeli army controlling Arab land 
and preventing the indigenous people 
from returning to their land was an 
experience in itself," be commented 
to the Jordan Times, “ft is always 
more effective to see than to hear 
about tragedies.” 

A delegation from Tunisia, which 
arrived a little late for the visit, was 
equally “stunned,” according to a 
Jordanian activist who accompanied 
tbe team. ‘They were barely able to 
control their emotions when they saw 
for themselves the narrow little 
bridge which represents one of the 
greatest barriers,” be told tbe Jordan 
Times. 

Journalists were supposed to 
accom p any the delegations to the 
bridge, but most missed out due to a 
confusion over the precise liming and 
schedule. Many taking part in the 
visit were reported to have raised 
pro-Palestinian slogans right at the 
bridge under the very nose of the 
Israeli soldiers across the river. 

Some of them who have visited the 
birdge earlier reported a visible 
Israeli reinforcement near the bridge, 
which was reportedly dosed by the 
occupation forces for about four 
hours, delaying several groups of 
tourists waiting to cross. 

“Tbe visit to the bridge and the 
march itself were very emotion- 
charged,” said an Arab unionist. 
“They put the Arab participants face 
to face with an aspect of tbe reality of 
the suffering of tbe Palestinian peo- 
ple.” 

Even the unfortunate violence at 
the end when Jordanian security 
forces bad to disperse demonstrators 
from proceeding to the bridge was 
viewed by Arab participants as a 
dramatic manifestation of the grow- 
ing popular frustration, anger and 
yearning to liberate tbe usurped Arab 
territories. 

One moving moment, cited by 
many demonstrators, inducting those 
who had exercised self-constraint, 
was the emotionally choked calls by 
the organisers and parliament mem- 
bers, inducting Dr. Mamdoub Abba- 
di. Taher Masri and Fares Nabulsi, 
for the enthusiastic crowd not to cross 
tbe agreed-upon point of the inarch. 
“In tbe name of the intifada,' in the 
name of Palestine, in the name of our 
martyrs, please return, please do not 
proceed further," pleaded a number 
of activists unable to hide their emo- 
tions, as thousands stood on the 
sandy hills facing the Israeli check 
points defiantly waving Jordanian and 
■Palestinian flags. 

Tbe question, however, remains: 
How effective hi practical terms will 
the inarch be in influencing and mobi- 
lising collective Arab — official and 
popular — campamgs to help the 
intifada and to promote its national 
goals and objectives: 

Judging by the procedures of the 
“popular conference,” inter-Arab 
differences intervened to prevent a 
consensus on practical steps. For ex- i 
ample, contrary 10 expectations there : 
were no practical steps to express ! 


anger at American policies. The final 
communique Cell short of urging a 
boycott of American products. 

“Many believed it was premature 
and perhaps unpractical but to a 
certain extent we have to reme mb e r 
that we still deal with a very highly 
consumption-prone societies,” a 
Jordanian professional activist noted. 

The conference, however, “recom- 
mended” that delegations from Arab 
professional associations be formed 
to visit the Soviet Union and other 
countries of origin of Jewish emig- 
rants “to explain both to the govern- 
ments and Jewish communities the 
dangerous and aggressive repercus- 
sions" of emigration to Israel. 

Observers could not but point oat 
that the final statement referred to 
recommendations ami pot to binding 
dectsiops and interpret it as yet' 
another indication of ititer-Arab dif- 
ferences and lack of effective effort. 


Inter- Arab (fiffcrences were mainly {actor that might impede the aspired 
evident .in the rejection of the Syrian mobilisation process in countries 
defection of the final statement. In where ^ Brotherhood is very in- 
fact the official Syrian .Arab News BuentiaL “On the other hand, their 
Ageocy (SANA) transmitted its own 

final statement, which protested at’ boycott might backfire against the 

.4.., .»i MuJiia. ' i “■ j . 


by most analysts and ob s erv e rs, its 
either the lack of democratic instita- 
tioos, their control by government or 
weakness which have so far tunned 
the role of tbe Arab people in support 
of the intifada. 

For example, according to Jorda- 
nian sources, there was no repre- 
sentatives from the Gulf states, while 
Kuwait, which is currently engaged in 
the struggle to restore parliamentary 
life, was represented by one profes- 
sional ration leader. In other cases, 
according to observers and unionists, 
the actual position of .the unionists is 
dictated by their respective govern- 
ment's positions to w ards a peaceful 
settlement, the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) and public and 
political freedoms in general. 

Moreover, the Muslim Brother- 
hood's boycott of the march —citing 
commitment to Jihad as the only 
means of liberating all of Palestine — 
was also pointed out by analysts as a 
factor that might impede the aspired 
mobilisation process in countries 
where the Brotherhood is very in- 
fluential. “On the other hand, their 


what it viewed “as tinrid and concilia- 
tory final communique." The Syrian 

delegation was pressing for a more 
mflitant statement calling for aimed 
struggle and the liberation of all of 
Palestine, according to sources. “We 
told them that we are ready to back 
such a statement if Arab govern- 
ments, or at least Syria, was practical- 
ly ready to start a liberation war or at 
least open its frontiers for armed 
operations against Israel,” a veteran 
Jordanian pro fe ssional unionist told 
the Jordan Times. 

But. in the final analysis, as viewed 


movement taking into consideration 
the overwhelming popular Arab 
sentiments towards the intifada,” an 
Arab participant commented. 

“Nevertheless, the movement, which 
has been gming strength in Jordan 
— including tbe dcunoaatisation pro- 
cess and the solidarity activities with 
the inti f ada — is definitely going to 
help a great deal in gener a t in g some 
form of action in many Arab conn- 
tries,” another Anti: professkmaiist 
predicted. “Hie intifada win no lon- 
ger feel and should no longer be 
isolated from its Arab environment." 


By Dr. Lai Baba Ali 


ON Dec. 2, 1988, Ms. Benazir 
Bhutto was sworn in as prime 
minister of Mami e Republic of 
Pakistan. As the heir to the pohtio- 
al legacy of her late .father, Zulfi- 
kar Ali Bhutto, who was prime 
minister of Pakistan from 1971 to 
1977, she has the honour of becom- 
ing the first woman to head the 
government of an Islamic country. 

Ms. Benazir Bhutto came to 
power after eleven years of intense 
political struggle against the miKr- 
my dictatorship of the late General* 
,Zu Ul Haq. In 1977, General ZSa 
deposed her father in a military 
coup d’etat Two years later Mr. 
Bhutto was executed, leaving his 
daughter to lead the political party 
be tod founded in 1967, the Pakis- 
tan People’s Party. 

During a decade of political 
struggle, Ms. Bhutto spent nearly 
six yean either in prison or under 
detention. However, despite the 
restraints placed on her and the t 
ban on political activity imposed by 
the military, regime, Ms. Bhutto - 
continued to mobDhe and guide 
the opposition. la the process, she 
tranfonned the Pakistan People's 
Party into an effective political 
phtfea from which she could caD 
for representative gove r n me nt. 

Born on June 21, 1953 in 
Karachi, Ms. Benazir Bhutto com- 
pleted her early education in Pakis- 
tan. For further studies, she pro- 
ceeded abroad, and attended 
Raddiff College in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts (1969-73), and Lady 
Margaret Hall, Oxford (1973-77). 
In December 1976, die became tbe 
first Asian woman to become pres- 
ident of the Oxford Union, the 
prestigious debating society where 
many international figures disting- 
uished themselves in their student 
days. She obtained a degree in 
philosophy, politics and econo- 
mics. Also die completed a course 
in international law and diplomacy 


at Oxford. 

The early months of Prime- 
Minister Bhutto's government 
have displayed her understanding 
of the political art of compromise 
and conciliation. She has entered 
into coalitions in order to ensure 
the involvement and representa- 
tion of other political parties 
throughout the country. 

Prime Minister Bhutto has en- 
sured the restoration of the con- 
stitution, principle of freedom of, 
association by lifting the ban on 
student unions in tbe universities, 
and on trade onion activities im- 
posed under the military regime. 
She has instructed her law officers 
in. to initiate measures for die 
separation of the judiciary from 
the executive in order to guarantee 
the future of independence and 
integrity of the courts. She intends 
also to wink towards reducing dis- 
crimination in ail sections of socie- 
ty between men and women. Her 
gov e rnm ent has launched a mas- 
sive programme of reform in the 

.. fyealth and education sectors. 

•jo'. Prime Minster Bhutto enjoys 
great world- wide popularity; she 
has become part of popular folk- 
lore as a woman of courage and 
coavktkm. A (dace is given to her 
in the International Hall of Fame 
in San Francisco, and a wax figure, 
soon to be nnvefled, in Madam 
TushhkTs Wax Museum in Lon- 
don. She is the recipient of the 
Bruno Kreisky A ward for H uman 
Rights, conferred in Vienna in 
1988, and the Honoraiy Phi Beta 
Kappa Award (1989) presented by 
Raddiff College. Honorary fel- 
lowships have also been conferred 
on her by Lady Margaret HaD and 
St. Catherine’s College, Oxford. 

Prime Minister Bhutto is mar- 
ried, and has a son and a daughter. 

Dr. Lai Bahai Ali, visiting profes- 
sor, Faculty of Arts. University of 
. Jordan. 
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Ban on male hairdressers — more than meets the eye 


fyl&nnttnMfinMl 


, L . 


izufe jbazizfrtfssef? Atom working 

ar be«tfy parlous catering to 


,3PHR -COMB jkSMMTSi (to . 
“OT to baa motehamfreBm 
rafoowo^besoty poriwre o? 
caio^tofca^cicatsii 
<*ofy jnroanstifoooaaL s s&q 
contfavwca 41980 tfcdikm by 
die Supreme Court rejecting . 
*Kb a measure in the cay of 
Irbid. 

Supreme Ccrart decision 24 of 
the year 1980 published on 
page 1,619 of (be Lawyers 
Aa odato- attggffieHrf 1986 
and confirmed aga in oo p«^n« 

of fheco5cctkm<rf the Supreme 
Omit otuxaies iittssd edi- 
tion) published by the Jordan 
Diaribution Agency stipulates: 

■ ..— Tlare a nothing in the 
trade Beeosrag law that would 
ban a man hem opening a 
hnaotv oar lour. 

The fact tire country's . 

religion is Islam and Utajn does , 
not atibw a stronger to touch 
the '‘oflxa’’ ftraaaated a s pri- 
vate parts in the dictionary) of a 
Muslim woman does not con- 
tradict licensing a .women’s 
beauty poriour to the apcdicam 
(who was a sun) aoce (nereis 
no stipulation ns the licence 
which requires Muslim women 
to call on the applicant's par- 
lour and- (it is left to) every . 
woman wbo befieves in her 
religion not to allow astranger 
to touch tor. 


'■ - *— OpcoiBg a beamy partour, 
on its own, does not conflict 
with tiro stipulation in the Con- 
stitetion that the country’s rcti- 
jwm » IsUm and is not a call to 
violate the teaching? of Islamic 
Sharia, dace there are women 
id the c oun tr y who do not 
cottttdcr beautifying themselves 
■ measure whit* would lessen 
droit: modesty. . 

L I* is obviotts from the text of 
die law above that the govern- 
ment docs not have to respond 
to- pressure from the Islamist 
groups, which proposed this 
law at the Lower House of 
Parliament in the first place, 
and thus infringed upon the 
dvfl liberties of a large sector of 
society whose rights are pro- 
tected by the Constitution. 

Although seemingly insignifi- 
cant on its own, die govern- 
ment's decision d only a step in 
a line of concessions (o 

acco m modate what is believed 

10 be the win of the Islamists. 

. The government cannot inter- 
pret democracy m this manner, 
as is obvious by the ruling of the 
Supreme Court 10 years ago. 

Obviously, the Supreme 
Court's decision has larger im- 
plications tiwi the issue of hair- 
dressers ax hand. It {daces a 
dear distinction between the 
Coutitetion’s stipulation that 


the country's religion is Islam 
and the issuance of laws which 
limit the persona! freedoms of 
the general public. 

The ruling stresses and high- 
lights one of the basic tenets of 
democracy, which is freedom of 
choice. The Constitution 
-obviously stipulates that all 
citizens, regardless of sex or 
o rig in, are equal in rights and 
obligations. So, the Constitu- 
tion guarantees the hairdressers 
the right to choose the type of 
work they want and denies the 
issuance of a law which would 
differentiate between one 
citizen from another in the 
name of protecting morality. 

This is the Constitution that 
we have been dinging to as the 
foundation of the democratic 
march in Jordan. 

However, the legal argument 
does not end there. The Con- 
stitution also stipulates that 
personal liberty is protected. 
This particular article is one of 
very few articles in the Con- 
stitution that was not tailed 
with a limiting stipulation gov- 
erning it by laws. Absolutely no 
one can infringe on this article 
in the Constitution; not even 
the government. This article 
obviously allows women the 
liberty to choose the place they 
want to have their hair done 
and goes as far as protecting it. 

Reference to legal docu- 
ments and the articles of the 
Constitution in this matter is 
not done because hairdressing 
is a national security issue that 
needs legal analysis. It is only 


because die government's deci- 
sion is an outright attack on 
legal norms and on the articles 
of the Constitution and as such 
it subjugates women to the 
whims and fancies of political 
groups that aim to limit the 
freedom of Jordanian citizens 
in the name of democracy and 
die rule of the majority. 

If the government is going to 
continue submitting to the de- 


dorainated society is being 
faithfully represented in the 
government, which, lost for 
something to pacify some de- 
puties with, opted to infringe 
upon the rights of women, who 
do not matter and will not 
matter until real democracy in- 
fluences this country. 

The real problem is that the 
public at large is not concerned 
right now because this parricu- 


THE Constitution stipulates that personal liberty 
is protected. This particular article is one of very 
few articles in the Constitution that was not tailed 
with a limiting stipulation governing it by laws. 
Absolutely no one can infringe on this article in 
the Constitution; not even the government. This 
article obviously allows women the liberty to 
choose the place they want to have their hair 
done and goes as far as protecting it. 


mands of these groups, I am 
afraid, it will not be long before 
women get confined to their 
homes and their "divine role" 
of motherhood and house- 
keeping. 

The government, which must 
abide by the Constitution, 
seems now to be turning against 
what is generally believed by 
men to be the weaker sex, 
women. It seems that oar male- 


Lar decision touches on the 
men’s need to be the decision- 
makers and only limits the civil 
rights of women. But what is 
next? 

Will male gynaecologists be 
banned from treating their pa- 
tients in the name of morality? 
Will private companies be re- 
quired to segregate (heir female 
employees from their male em- 
ployees? Will all men be re- 


quired to grow beards and wear 
white thoubs? Where docs this 
violation of personal choice and 
civil liberty stop? 

Again, the issue is not over 
male haridressers and their 
livelihood or the fancies of 
women over their looks. The 
issue goes much deeper than 
that. It is an issue of the basic 
human and civil rights of 
citizens in a country which faces 
external political and military 
threats as well as severe econo- 
mic problems. 

The question asked by many 
who were shocked by the gov- 
ernment’s decision is: "Have 
the executive and legislative au- 
thorities already completed all 
the measures needed to rectify 
Jordan’s e c ono mic problems?*’ 
Only in such a situation would 
the government and die Lower 
House of Parliament be 
allowed to shift their efforts to 
issues such as hairdressers. 

Has the land of Palestine 
been returned to its original 
owners, Pale stinians (men and 
women)? Only then would the 
people who were overjoyed 
over the prospect of electing 
persons capable of handling 
pressing economic and political 
issues accept the discussion of 
issues as insignificant to the 
country as hairdressers. Male 
hairdressers won't bring Pales- 
tine back. 

When we are only taking the 
first steps towards national eco- 
nomic and political reforms, 
does it seem necessary to the 


government to dictate such 
policies which are obviously in- 
fringing upon the freedom of 

others? 


The answer seems simple. 
Some deputies have made loud 
pledges to their constituencies 
to introduce social reform, 
along with economic and poli- 
tical reform. They feel incap- 
able of providing the more im- 
portant pledges so they are 
turning to insi gnifi cant issues to 
show that they are doing some- 
thing. Well, they are not. And 
the people will not be fooled by 
these decisions. When the. 
majority of the public is finding 
trouble waving ends meet they 
will not be pacified by the fact 
that their daughters, wives and 
mothers are not going to male 
hairdressers. 

The only route now open to 
the women and men of this 
country who believe in the in- 
troduction of a healthy society, 
economically, politically and 
socially, is to stand up to these 
trends and refute them legally. 
The era of sitting down and 
waiting should be over. 

The men and women of this 
country have sat down and 
watched as the Constitution 
was violated again and again 
over issues pertaining to the 
status of women in this society. 
They watched as the Passport 
Department required women to 
provide letters from their "male 
guardians" allowing them to 
acquire passports, a right that is 


constitutionally guaranteed to 
all dozens regardless of sex. 
Women watched as brothers 
killed sisters, fathers killed 
daughters in the name of moral- 
ity and "family honour.” These 
are not issues that only upset 
women, they upset men who 
hold their mothers, sisters, 
daughters and female relatives 
in high esteem, and who respect 
the role of women in society. 
When is it going to end? 

It is about time that women 
in this country started proving 
that they do not need govern- 
ment-imposed laws to guard 
their honour or morality. Who, 
by constitutional right, can dic- 
tate that women would not 
know how to behave if their 
passports were not governed by 
male guardians? Absolutely no 
one. The government ban on 
male hairdressers proves that 
there is a last-ditch attempt by 
the patriarchal society to tie 
another knot in the rope that 
has been holding women by the 
neck in the name of protecting 
them. Women are able human 
beings who have been blessed 
with minds of their own and 
should be treated as such. It is 
time that this society started to 
comprehend that morality and 
efisdpline are personal traits 
that cannot be dictated through 
laws. And women will no lon- 
ger be scapegoats for influential 
men who are looking to pacify 
political groups looking for 
ways to pacify certain — but by 
no means at all — segments of 
society. 
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Final hearing set for Monday on ‘Qadiani’ case 


.By^WMaoukd 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 


AMMAN — A. Jordanian ac- 
cased of befo&a member Of the 
<nxtiawed Qaduuu sect of Islam 
. has been given until Monday to ‘ 
jwoduce a written explanation 
of hfrintentkmswhenbesigDed 

y-' papek iii - 1987 Med by Ac.] 

QQWta fiLfdedgiB^allepancoto 
At my^ol-gt&cBp but refitted 
by^tbe djrfnKtot ar-fbc-coiK 
trove xsia l case. ~ 
j “The Sharia’ prosecutor- 
L geoei^ Wednesday completed 
the prese n ta tio n of document*, 
to the court, including a paper 
signed by ttoc accused on June 
17, 1987, pledgi ng alle g ian ce to 
. tile Qariianix," Nxoor Sharia 
: Court. Judge Khaled Oorekpt 
; to kt the' Jordon Thnia^fc ***“• 


fiie third bearing of the case, 
awf thc^oouxt wfll complete it* 
deliberations Monday after re- 
viewing the explanation to be 
Submitted by the defendant,” 
he mod in a telephone inter- 
view. 

_ According to Jhe judge, the 
1 accused, jouioaiist and writer 
Ibrahim Naab, L told the , 
court Wednesday that “there 
was a purpose behind his sign- 
ing of the dotiqmexda and this 
wotikl be es^lained in the' paper 
he f^expectedio submit to the 

court fay Monday,” 

If found geitzy, rbc accused coeM 
be ordered separated from Us wife 
and children ea.gttWMb that toe 
marriage . was tnfi . and void in 


hUm. Us property confiscated and 
sub je cte d to farther punishments 
prescribed in ra«n»r law aga inst 
"apostates,” indndhig imprison- 
ment and immunity for anyone who 
. sheds his blood, if he cantnmes to 
' ' jKtberetD haheficfc- However; the 
' . process eootd be reversed if;;tfce 
1 "spastale” pubBdy r ep en t * bat he 
. would have to “remarry" his wife 
under a new marriage contract if he 
. wishes to be reimited with his 
family. 

■ In the meantime, a court deasion 
taken carSer hire week to separate 
" Abu Naab from his wife has-been 
-■withdrawn. Judge Omeiqax said 
d«t "the decision was a precaution- 
ary- separation, and the conn re- 

- quested the gove r nor of Amman to 
ma t (be implementation of the 
order.” ‘ 

The order was issued Monday ai 
the second bearing of the ease, 
when Nsfu Abu Naab. soo of the 
a c cused who attended the session, 

- was sentenced for one week in jail 
: for "contempt of court.” Nafaa 

Abu Naab. a young busmessmanj- 
• pent one day and night at the 
Joweidab prism before being re- 
leased after "his father petitioned 
'file court ” Judge Onrdqat told the 
Iordan Tunes. -- 

Bat. accord in g to Abu Naab. the 
enter was withdrawn after the pv- 
eiuor of Amman contacted various 
other authorities hi the country, 
indodmg the chief ft ria r m e justice , 

' cod decided that be (the governor) 

■ could not carry it ore. The governor 
could oo; be reached for comment. 

The cue n Ac s e c ond m recent 


times in Jordan related to the 
Qadianis.an offshoot of the Ahma- 
diyah sect which was founded in the 
town of Qadian in Punjab, India, in 
1889 by Mirza Gulam Ahmad 
(1839-1906), who claimed himself 
to be a "reappearance (buraz) of 
(he Prophet Mohammad, the 
Christian Messiah and a reincarna- 
tion of Lord Kairima/Vrever^^as 

the prosecution of Qadianis under 
Islamic law draws ns legal base 
from the Holy Koran and the tradi- 
tions of the Prophet Mohammad. 
The World Islamic League has 
issued a fatwa (religious decree) 
dealing die way for prosecuting 
Qadlanis under Islamic law, a 
lawyer noted. 

Tbe earlier case beard in Jordan 
and tried by the nme court about 
six weeks ago involved Taher 
Kazaq. a businessman. According 
to Judge Oureiqal, the court found 
that Kazaq was the leader of 
Qarfiaitts in Jordan. Kazaq was 
ordered “separated" from his wife 
but when he “repented”, all pro- 
ceedings againts him were with- 
drawn and he “remarried” his wife. 

According to Abu Naab. the 
Sharia proscctor-gcncral, Abdullah 
Shamayleh, who filed the case 
against him in the name of public 
right, is also demanding that the 
■erased be banned from writing as 1 
well as from translating and inter- 
preting the Holy Koran. 

Abu Naab confirmed that he bad 
attended a world conference of 
Qadiams held in Loodon in June 
1987 after he was approached by 
tbc sect for media coverage of the 
event. "1 was accompanied by my 
son. and I paid for the air fare and 


other expenses,” he told the Jordan 
Times. “It was strictly a profession- 
al assignment as a journalist. The 
paper that I signed was only aimed 
at gaining entry to the ciosely- 
guarded sanctuar y of the Qadianis 
with a view to obtaining in-depth 
information on the sect.” 

"I was only exercising the right of 
,a journalist to take the various 
op dona available to gather informa- 
tion,” he said. "It is true that I 
'signed the paper, but the paper 
does not say that l owe my alle- 
giance to the Qadianis." 

"In fact, joining the Qadianis 
involves a complex procedure, "be 
said. "One has to undertake to pay 
16 per cent of his annual income 
and bequeath 10 per cent of aD 
assets to the sect, in addition to a 
pledge to carry out all orders issued 
by the group’s leadership. Only 
then could one be considered a 
Qadiani.” 

Furthermore, be said, “my son 
and myself left the London confer- 
ence before it concluded since we 
were convinced that the entire thing 
was a f als eh oo d ." 

"The paper that I signed was 
apparently given to the court by the 
Qadtama themselves, who became 
my enemies after I exposed them," 
Abu Naab raid and referred to an 
Arabic- Language book he pub- 
lished in 1989 entitled “The 
Qadianis Explode from Withln- 
.’Tbc book explains the beliefs and 
customs of the Qadians, who have a 
strong presence in Britain, Pakistan 
and some regions of India and small 
communities in West Africa and the 
United States. The doctrioe of the 
Ahmadiyab sect, condemned by 
Islamic religious leaden, includes a 
c onten t i on that Jesus Christ feigned 
death and res ur rection, and 8ed to 


India where be died at the age of 
120, and an interpretation that 
jihad (holy war) is a battle against 
unbelievers to be waged by peace- 
ful means rather than by violence. 

By all accounts, the Qadiaia sect, 
which broke away from the main- 
stream Ahmadiyah group after the 
cfeffrii of Mirza Gulam Ahmad, is 
believed to have a strong financial 
base and its members are zea lo us 
missionaries, preaching Ahmadi 
be he ft as the one true Islam with 
Mohammad and Mirza Gulam 
Ahmad as prophets. The grandson 
of Mirza Gubm Ahmad is currently 
the “emir” of the sea. 

The Ahmadiyah sea, which is 
now believed to be stronger in 
Egypt than elsewhere, i nc lud in g its 
place of origin, according to some 
accounts, considers Gulam Mirza 
Ahmad only as a reformer (mu- 
jaddid). 

Most Islamic countries have out- 
lawed both the Ahmadiyah and 
Qadiani sects. 

Abu Naab told the Jordan Times 
that attending the London confer- 
ence was his first dose encounter 
with the Qacfianis and the gathering 
"convinced (him) that the sea was 
doomed” and tiua be had “told is 
leader* that the year 1989 (the 
centenary of the group) will witness 
the beginning of tbc end for the 
Q adianis 11 

"In fact. Hassan Odeh, a third- 
gene radon Qadiani from Palestine, 
told me in 1989 that my words had 
been proven true,” Abu Naab said. 
“Odeh was the leader of the 
QarBann in die Middle East, and he 
quit the group in 1989." 

No definite figure on the number 
of Qadiams in Jordan is available 
bat knowledgeable sources would 
not put it higher than half a dozen. 


MANAGER 

SAUDI ARABIA 


We are a major international company in the fast moving 
consumer goods field with several market-leading brands in the 
Middle East. We are now seeking a manager to manage and 
help build an already substantial business in Saudi Arabia. 

The position will be based in Jeddah and involve working directly 
through the Company^ exclusive distributor in Saudi. The 
successful candidate will: ... 

• Be between 30 and 40 years of age. 

• Have solid experience of selling and promoting fast moving 
consumer goods and managing sales personnel in Saudi 
Arabia and/or the Gulf. 

• Be fluent in Arabic, and have first class written and spoken 
English. 

• Have a sound understanding of fast moving consumer goods 
marketing methods. 

• Have experience of computer systems, as they apply to sales 
and stock management. 

• Be completely numerate, with experience of managing 
budgets and sales targets. 

Above all the successful candidate will be ambitious 
and an achiever, capable of working as part of a 
dynamic management team. 

If you feel you are the right man for this exciting 
challenge write, in English, with a full C.V., to: 

Mr.J.HANN 
P.O.Box 70 
DUBA1-U.A.E 
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Sfymwr ruled out a new’ alliance 
^vrfth taboax. ' 

. "I did not discuss tins possibil- 
ity with Labour Party-leader (Shi- 
■ mon) Peres andT think itisnot 
reafiiBfc mday," he said. 

In other developments. Labour 
announced it Would delay by 10 
days (be pubGcttibfi. of as inter- 
nal repent placing- btaroe "for the 
party's poor stowing in tiro 1988 
parliament election* and 1989 
municipal ba toting . - - 

- Tto report, iefe rqnwtedfy: 
] criticise* Peres, was to have been 
published Thursday. It iff ex- 
pected to boost ^ campa ign b y 
former Prime Minister Yitz hak 
Rabin to oust Petes »party bass. 

Poes TbaxKlay tried to dimin- 
i&h the/ expecttd teqract of tbe 
report; raying ^ tsiaei-arnfy 

"We don't speak pf graft or a 
ainw fecrc but of * theoretical 
thing , bow to run w. -elections 



bfl<kmethisway, tome another.,, 
t thinJt ;ti» repeat was Sok be- 
cause" of. exaggerated,- irresponsi- 
ble leaks.” 

Alabin, who served as defence 
minister- ia tiro last government, 
has demanded c3ectktfM for perty 
teader be beW by qcxt wedc--.- 
. Pew* has agreed in principle to 
^ vote- but said tto party sboold 
waft at-feait until k hemes dew 
whether Swmir : ?bte to 

form ft.xowrtiBustL- ■' • 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE RELIABLE 

j P/tCKMG. AR FREIQH? 

FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
i POOR SERVICES AND 

j DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 

| CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
! AMD, RESERVATIONS, 



CROWN | 
INTL EST. I 
packing, shipping. I 

forwarding, storaging, g 
clearing, door-to-door e 



The First Class Hotel in i 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette In every 
room~l 


HAiforn 

||JL4<|I|!= 


• Amman -Tet. 668193 

PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

idea! Residence For 
. Exoatriates and 
Bualnesamen 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hoar Servkfe 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and gec- 

* JUMBO phot* 

wtxm JO % I mrpar 

• from tnlarfe- 
mmnt 20 x 30 cat 

Shmouni - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh tel: 823892 


EASTERN 


fyX'JR-To-DOOR SERVKTS 
INTERNATIONAL FORWARDING 
AIR i SEA. FREIGHT 


TEL: 621 775 FAX: 656 270 

TLX: 23 023 POB: 815 405 
AMMAN-JORDAN 


Saudi Real Estate, 

#1 


DD 


AGO 


Real Estate 
Agency 
In Town 

Rental Dept 

Call Soha 687821/22 


MOVING ? 

Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take cans of the works, 

Door to Door, 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508 

ARAMEX17H1 




The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan ~ 

1st Grek Mai Amman, near 
.- AMyysh Gn& School - . 

i away tei 


Open drafy 12:00-3:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.flL~M*dtughl 

T*L83Sm 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 


The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pci is available 

MwaiwyawflaW* 

1&0Q-&3O 

. Wadi Saqra Road- near Traffic 
■ Bodge 
Amman. Jordan 

V Tel; 681922 > 


— — 

Opes duty 1 

18:00- 


' CHEN'S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian BRtoqiie for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12.-00-3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 -Midnight / 






vrrri 


l-rjtauiau/ 

FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheo n* 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pm 
7.30-71.30 pm 

After tiro Philadelphia Hotel 
Towards 3rd drde 


Tel. 659519 659520 


£ 

Tt v Regency flobceHu iel 

JErJUIUI 

Haute CoMna 


1 


Nlgta^r 

Oryx Band & 

Oriental Belly-dancer 
RUWAYDAH 

Porr — n ra tl on 

radi 180000-15 a A 
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temait cabinets approve economic union treaty 


BONN A — The cables of East and West 
GenflM^.appnivtd Friday a treaty on currency and 
econoEk whw that will launch the two states 
foMM% n the road to political unification. 

The treaty, introducing West (West Germany's) social market 
Germany’s currency and its free- economy,” said a Bonn Finance 
market economic system into Ministry statement announcing 
East GerdMoy from July 1, waste Western approval, 
be signed by Bonn’s Finance “With the begi nnin g of the 
Minister Tfceo Waigel and East monetary, economic and sodal 
Berlin's -Waller Romberg in Bonn anion on July 1, the conditions 
later Friday. for a broad influx of private 

The snatag, jest six months capital and a rapid economic re- 
after halSe communist role in- covery in the German Democra- 
stalled ia East Berlin after World tic Republic wiU be created.” 
War II in a peaceful Chancellor Helmut Kohl s 

revolution, marks the beginning erf centre-right coalition made a last 
the end Of Bast Germany’s exist- review of the treaty before the 
ence as a separate state. Bonn cabinet approved it. 

“The common economic order la East Berlin, a government 
of both German states will be spokesman said the cabinet 


approved the document. A. 16- 
member delegation led by Prime 
Minister Lothar Maiziere then 
left for Bonn for the signing 
ceremony 

“This treaty demands from 
East Germany... the willingness, 
on the road to German unity, to 
gjve up a large part of its 
sovereignty into the hands of the 
West German government and 
Bundesbank (central bank),” 
Otto Lambsdorff, leader of the 
liberal Free Democrats (FDP), 
told a party meeting in Bonn. 

The FDP is the junior partner 
in the coalition led by Kohl’s 
Christian Democrats (GDU). 

Unity fond 

The Finance Ministry said the 
Bonn cabinet bad also approved a 


tfCOM trade changes may 
atm problems for Moscow 


By Gmrfae Arnst 
Reuter 

LONDON — Western allies 
appear ready to rewrite their 
restrictions on electronics ex- 
ports in a way that could freeze 
out the Soviet Union while 
permitting Us former satellites 
uccsss to the latest in high 
technology. . 

But trade experts said any 
discriminntiofl against the 
Soviet Union would be ineffec- 
tive in the long run because 
Moscow was unlikely to settle 
for third-rate technology while 
the rest of the Warsaw Pact 
was being allowed to catch up 
with the West. 

The East Moc has been bar- 
red for 40 years from the latest 
in computer, telecommunica- 
tions and other electronics 
equipment % Western nations 
concerned that the technology 
would be used for military pur- 
poses. 

The restrictions are the work 
of COCOM, the Coordinating 
Committee for Multilateral 
Export Controls, a Paris-based 
alliance of 17 nations — the 
NATO members excluding 
Iceland, ptes Japan and Au- 
stralia. 

Ever since East Moc states 
started winning the right last 
year to control their own des- 
tinies, COCOM’s European 
members have pressed for the 
restrictions to be relaxed or 
scrapped. 

But the United States, long 
the fnost hard-line COCOM 
■member, seems set to' bow to 


West European pressure, at 
least in part. 

In recent weeks. Bush admi- 
nistration officials have said 
that, when COCOM meets in 
June, the United States would 
support a two-tier reform. 

Barriers to technology trade 
with East Germany, Czechos- 
lovakia, Hungary, Poland and 
Romania are expected to be 
lowered dramatically, while re- 
maining essentially intact for 
the Soviet Union because of its 
military strength. 

U.S. Commerce Secretary 
Robert Mosbacfaer spelled out 
the U.S. position in West Ger- 
many recently, saying that 
Washington believed in raising 
the technology level for na- 
tions which did not pose a 
military threat. 

But, regarding the Soviet 
Union, he said: “We support 
perestroika but the reality is 
they have the potential to be a 
great military threat. 

“We are not going to turn 
around and jnst give die Soviet 
military the opportunity to 
catch up with us,” he added. 

Trade experts doubted such 
a two-tier approach would 
work. 

“The Soviet Union has been 
able^fo.get its. hands on much 
of this technology for years, 
even triton it was restricted,” 
said Randy. Bregman, directon 
of Soviet and East European 
services for the Washington- 
based trade consultant APCO 
Associates. 

“A lot of these export con- 
trols have more political than 


practical value,” he said. If 
Hungary or Poland gets certain 
technology, it won’t be long 
before those products seep 
through to the Soviet Union, 
no matter what formal controls 
exist. 

Bregman said pressure for 
change would also come from 
Western manufacturers who 
see better opportunities in the 
Soviet Union, a huge nation i 
rich in natural resources, than 
small, poor and landlocked 
countries such as Hungary °r 
Czechoslovakia. 

Trade experts said prolong- 
ing the COCOM ban could 
cause the Soviet Union some 
short-term difficulties as it 
tried to modernise its back- 
ward industrial infrastructure, 
particularly its system of tele- 
communications. 

Hie Soviet Union c u rrently 
uses telephone switches that 
are more than 30 years old and 
has only about 10 phone lines 
per 100 people, a ratio lower 
than Hungary, East Germany 
or Czechoslovakia. 

By comparison, the United 
States has about 90 phone lines 
per 100 people and the West 
European average is 60 lines. 

Mosbacfaer argued that .even 
the appjicapon of 10. year okf- 
techhology 'would help enable ' 
'4hc*Sovie?'Umotr to'hiakfc Mg*’ 
improvements in communica- 
tions, though it might end up 
with an analogue dial-up sys- 
tem rather than the digital 
push-tmtton phones now com- 
mon in the West. 


East Europe speeds up 
pace of currency reform 


% Sfc phm Jukes 

Reuter 

LONDON — Reformist 
policy -flutters in Eastern 
Europe,- desperate to attract 
foreign investment and put 
trade flfl a new international 
footing, ale speeding up plans 
to make their practically 
worthless currencies accept- 
able in Ike West. 

Hungary and Czechoslova- 
kia both signalled this week 
that eairency convertibility 
was a top priority in new eco- 
nomic reform programmes, 
following the lead of Poland 
whose shock therapy was 
based on a strategy to restore 
value to the zloty. 

Even die Soviet Union, 
where debate over economic 
reform has split Kremlin 
policy-flRdDefs, is being pushed 
down the load to convertibility 
by dtsahk^pation of the old 
communist pattern of trade 
based on. baiter and notional 
rouble exchange rates. 

‘The- Boles took a gamble 
freeing up their exchange rate 
but it hah taken the pressure 
off the eco no my,” said Ingrid 
Iversen, economist at Amer- 
ican Express Bank in New 
York.-.,"' 

“It can serve as good model 
for moving to convertibility.” 

For decades under Com- 
munism, currencies in Soviet 
bloc nations bore little rela- 
tionship Co supply and demand 
for heavily subsidised goods in 
tile domestic market and ex- 
change rates were way out of 
line with international trade, it 
was often a crime to take 
money put of the country or 
hold doUan. 

But, as Che old systems are 
swept away, policy-makers 
have quickly become con- 
vinced that the key to a suc- 
cessful transition to Western- 
style free markets tnusrbe cur- 
rency reform. 

t 

Mtior factors 

Two major factors have 
spurred, Ea&ern Europe into 
action: ' 


— The Soviet-led trading group 
COMECON, the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assist- 
ance set np in 1949 as an 
alternative to the post-war 
Marshall plan era in the West, 
is crumbling. Trade within 
Eastern Europe, which was 
once based on barter and a 
notional unit of account, the 
“transferable rouble,” is in- 
creasingly shifting to hard 
Western cun-ency. 

— East European nations 
are finding that much-needed 
Western investment is being 
hampered by businessmen's 
fears that their capital cannot 
be freely taken back out of the 
country. 

“You can only attract invest- 
ment if there are easy condi- 
tions for taking capital out 
again,” said Paul Hare, econo- 
mics professor at Heriot Watt 
University in Edinburgh- 

Budapest and Prague signal- 
led their intentions this week. 

Hungary's finance minister 
designate, Ferenc Rabar, said 
Thursday he expected to make 
the forint convertible by 1992, 
earlier than a three-year timet- 
able put forward by leading 
economists before March and 
April's elections. 

And Czechoslovakia's depu- 
ty prime minister, Vladimir 
Dlouhy, announced Monday 
that he hoped to make the 
crown convertible early next 
year with “all the risks that will 
involve.” 

Although nations such as 
Hungary have been tinkering 
with currency reform for years, 
it is Poland's solidarity-led gov- 
ernment which has made the 
running with its hard hitting 
reform programme introduced 
Jan. 1 this year. 

In an essential first phase — 
economists call it “domestic 
convertibility” — the zloty was 
devalued to what authorities 
saw as a realistic rate and many 
prices freed from subsidies. 

In a second stage, called 
'’current account convertibil- 
ity,” the Polish government 
pledged to make foreign ex- 
change available to companies 


for trade and backed up the 
promise with a $1 bflfidn boost 
to reserves fended by Western 
governments. 

Poland has yet to advance to 
a third stage or “fall converti- 
bility” as in industrial countries 
where individuals have free ac- 
cess to currency and there are 
no capital controls. 

Economists believe few East 
European nations will manage 
this before the end of the 
decade as they struggle with 
huge structural problems left 
over from the communist era. 

But they do predict the new 
democratic legitimacy being 
conferred on governments in 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia 
will enable authorities to take 
tough decisions necessary to 
put their trade on a limited 
convertible basis relatively 
quickly. 

Different picture 

The Soviet Union, however, 
presents a very different pic- 
ture and a growing dQemma 
for President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev. 

Unpopularity at home 
makes it difficult for Gor- 
bachev to introduce price re- 
forms in a move to a converti- 
ble rouble. But at the same 
time, the disintegration of 
COMECON system is forcing 
Moscow to trade in convertible 
currencies. 

Poland, after negotiations 
with Moscow, announced 
Thursday it would switch its 
trade with the Soviet Union to 
hard currencies at world prices 
from Jan. 1 next year. 

The same is true for trade 
with East Germany where the 
issue has been forced by Bonn 
and East Berlin's agreement to 
replace the East German cur- 
rency with the West German 
mark from July 1. 

But a recent study by two 
U.S. economists, Stephen 
Gardner and Steven Green, 
concludes that foreign inves- 
tors in the Soviet Union wiD be 
disappointed if they are hoping 
for widespread convertibility 
of the rouble. 


“German unity” fund to help 
finance unification and a second 
supplementary budget of three 
billion marks, largely start-up aid 
for a new East German pension 
and sodal security system. 

The “German unity” fund, 
agreed Tuesday, will make avail- 
able 115 bflhou marks to East 
Germany. 

“The second supplementary 
budget makes dear: Tax in- 
creases arc not necessary to fi- 
nance German unity,” the Fi- 
nance Ministry said. , 

CPU and FDP parliamenta- 
rians gave their backing to the 
treaty before a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Kohl after his return 
from talks in Washington with 
President George Bush. 

“Rarely has our party decided 
on matters of comparable weight 


F.W.de Klerk 


De Klerk 


European 

economic 

support 


BRUSSELS (R) — A vision of 
South Africa as an economic 
powerhouse rescuing an impover- 
ished continent from its spiral 
into bankruptcy . has -been-a per- 
sistent theme Jaf President F.W- 
de Klerk EmopeuA, tour. 

Between meetings' with prime 
ministers and heads of state in 
four countries over the past 10 
days. South Africa’s white Afri- 
kaner leader has missed no 
chance to outline his dream to 
businessmen and bankers. 

“The whole of Africa... is on a 
downhill course. It is becoming 
poorer and poorer. If you can 
become more bankrupt than you 
were before, then that is what-is 
happening in Africa,” de Klerk 
told Belgian parliamentarians in 
Brussels this week. 

“We cannot accept responsibil- 
ity for the whole of Africa but we 
are prepared to accept co- 
responsibility with our European 
partners,” he said. 

Critics including Nelson Man- 
dela's African National Congress 
(ANC) oppose new investment in 
South Africa before apartheid is 
fully dismantled. 

They argue that economic 
pressure has heped to bring the 
end of white domination within 
view and that renewed economic 
links would give de Klerk the 
power to control the renewal that 
is under way in South Africa. - 

But sources on de KJerlc's 
plane as be travels through 
Europe to promote his vision say 
he is getting a sympathetic hear- 
ing. 

In Paris, de Klerk dined with 
businessmen and a socialist trade 
minister. In Greece he went sail- 
ing with industrialists and prom- 
ised to explore new opportunities 
for trade. 

In Lisbon and Belgium he con- 
tinued to advocate new foreign 
investment in South Africa to give 
his government the means to 
implement the political reform it 
proposes. 

“I have not come to Europe 
with my hat in my hand to beg for 
tbe lifting of sanctions,” de Klerk 
said in Greece. ' 

Instead, he argued then and 
later, Europe should re-evaluate 
its punitive economic sanctions in 
tbe light of his reforms and his 
promise of political rights for 
blacks. 

“The time has come in South 
Africa for encouragement and 
not pressure,” he said on one 
occasion. 

In Brussels, de Klerk told con- 
servative legislators that sanc- 
tions, including a European ban 
on new investments in South 
Africa, had not influenced his 
political decisions but had under- 
mined his ability to implement 
them. 

“Sanctions are crumbling. Our 
balance sheet is improving yearly. 
Our debt ratio is among the best 
in the world. Our trade with 
Africa has doubled- in two years,” 
he said. 


and importance,” Alfred Dreg- 
ger, parliamentary leader of the 
GDU, told his colleagues. 

Dregger, noting that the treaty 
was being signed six months and 
nine days after tbe Berlin Wall 
was opened November 9, said the 
two Germ&nys should press 
ahead to frill unification as quick- 
ly as possible. 

“We want to use this historic 
moment. Circumstances have 
never been more auspicious,” he 
said. 

Kohl hopes all-German elec- 
tions to a new parliament in 
December this year or January 
1991 will complete the unification 


East Germany’s conservative- 
led coalition, elected in the coun- 
try’s first free elections in March, ' 
will have to make die hard deci- 


sions on restructuring its antiqu- 
ated industry that could lead to 
mass umemptoymeat. 

. In the longer term, both coun- 
fries hope ■ Western-style free 
markets will produce an “econo- 
mic miracle” ■amflar to -that en- 
joyed by West bermany in the 
post-war years. 

West Germany revealed the 
extent of East Germany’s debts 
Thursday — a figure kept secret 
-by the country’s former. Stalinist 
rulers. 

Finance Minister Waigel gave 
tbe information at a news confer- 
ence to mark the end of talks on a 
state treaty. 

‘The East German budget will 
have a deficit of 33 billion marks 
($20 billion) in the second half of 
1990'and one of S3 billion marks 
($32 billion)' in 1991,’; 


Israel looks for a 
supercomputer 


TEL AVIV (R) — Despairing of 
securing a licence to import a 
U.S. supercomputer, Israel is 
considering buying one from a 
West German firm, an official of 
the leading Israeli technology in- 
stitute said Friday. 

Professor Brian Silver, vice- 
president for development at 
Haifa’s Tedmion Israel Institute 
of Technology, said representa- 
tives of Bonn-based Superman 
GMBH visited Israel recently to 
present a supercomputer. 

“We ordered a supercomputer 
from the American company 
Cray but we doubt it will be 
delivered because the United 
States has refused to give an 
export licence for it,” Silver told 
Renters. 

The U.S. government bars the 
export of powerful computers to 
countries it think* could use them 
to develop nuclear weapons and 
ballistic missiles. 

.“That left ns with no option. 
But over the past year a German 
company which has government 
backing produced a supercompu- 
ter,” Silver added. 

Supermini’s “parallel” super- 
computer is based on completely 
different principles to its U.S. 
counterpart but is also of great 
interest to the Techmon, Silver 
said. 

U.S. press, reports said 
Washmgtpn withheld licences to 


sell supercomputers to the Techn- 
ion and to Israel military indus- 
tries out of concern oyer alleged 
Israeli cooperation with Sooth 
Africa in developing a medium- 
range missile. . 

Western diplomats told Ren- 
ters that Israel was angered by 
reports that the United States was 
allowing the same supercomputer 
to be exported to Saudi Arabia. 

Though the Technion is state- 
run, Silver said it did not cooper- 
ate with the Israeli government in 
nuclear development. 

“No one at Techmon builds 
missiles and we are not helping 
anyone either,” be claimed, 
adding that the nuclear engineer- 
ing department had closed down. 

Silver said a new mnlti-nriHion 
dollar s u p e rc om puter would be 
used for research in chemistry, 
physics and engineering. 

The West German embassy 
said’it had no information on a 
visit by Superman officials but 
technological cooperation be- 
tween the two countries was 
common. 

A West German political 
source said Bonn was generally 
less sensitive about technology 
transfer than Washington. 

“We are not as touchy as tbe 
Americans. They think that any 
tittle computer has to be put on 
the list. For us it’s not an issue,” 
he told Reuters. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Thursday, May 17, 1990 
Central Bank official rates 


U.S. dollar 
Pound Sterling 
Deutschemart 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


667.0 671.0 
1124.3 1131.0 

408.0 410.4 

479.1 482.0 
121.0 121.7 


Japanese yea (for 100) 4393 4413 

Dutch guilder 362.8 36S.O 

Swedish crown 111.1 111.8 

Italian lira (Ear 100) SSJ 553 

Belgian franc (for 10) 196.6 197.8 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the Loudon foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1.6925/35 

1.1740/50 

1.6500/05 

1.8555/65 

1.4045/55 

34.07/12 

5.5550/5600 

1212/1213 

152.77/87 

6.0270/0320 

6.4065/4115 

6.2535/85 

369.80/370.20 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch -guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


U AE council refuses 
to allow foreigners 
to own property 


ABU DHABI (AP) — The leg- 
islative authority in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) has unani- 
mously voted against allowing 
non-UAE nationals to own prop- 
erty in the country. 

I The 55-member Federal 
National Council (FNC), which 
represents the seven emirates 
federated in the UAE urged the 
government to issue a law ban- 
ning property ownership for non- 
UAE nationals. The FNC is only 
a consultative body that does not 
initiate legislation. 

"Tbe ban is very important 
because it has security, economic 
and social impacts,” said council 
member Ali A1 Amiri at a four- 
hour session late Tuesday. 

Rashid A1 Owes, another 
council member told his col- 
leagues that allowing non- 
nationals to own property would 
mean wasting the government’s 
resources and exhausting the 
budget. 

Almost SO per cent of the 
UAE’s 1.6 million total popula- 
tion are non-nationals mainly 
from Asian countries led by India 
and Pakistan, Arabs led by 
Lebanese and Palestinians, Ira- 


nians and British. 

“We all know that the indige- 
nous population is very limited, 
and I call for speeding up the law 
banning some real-estate firms 
from selling the land to non- 
nationals under the pretext of 
investment,” said council mem- 
ber Mohammed Sultan Ibn 
Huwaidin. 

Some emirates such as Sharjah 
have been facilitating the purch- 
ase by non-nationals of property 
as a means of activating the eco- 
nomy. 

Council member Salim AI 
Mahmoud believed that the proc- 
edure was "a two-edged weapon” 
with negative aspects exceeding 
the positive ones. He warned that 
this would reflect on future gen- 
erations. 

“The ban of property own-, 
ership for non-nationals is a pub- 
lic demand, because violating 
that is a dangerous phenomenon 
and we want Che land to remain 
for its owners," said council 
member Mohammed Ibn Bad- 
wab. 

There has been no p roperty 
ownership problems in the emi- 
rate of Abu Dhabi 


HOROSCOPE 

FORECAST FOR SATURDAY MAY 19, 199® 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: This 
is a good day to delve into all the 
whys and wherefores of all the 
principles and precepts that are 
causing you confusion at tbe mo- 
ment. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
.Beware of getting upset early by a 
condition holding you back from 
new plan but later you can look 
into every phase of promises made 
and carry through with them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Don't lend an acquaintance money 
in the morning or you kse a 
comrade tut you find instead you 
can (Kmi« joint a? ms with an 
associate to good efforts. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Don’t do what an official objects to 
early but later you are able to delve 
into all aspects of your regular 
activities, improve diem greatly. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Your private wishes con- 
flict early with some new desire so 
put off action while yon have a 
good time at tbe various amuse- 
ments you like. 

LEO: (Jnly 22 to August 21) The 
practical and die idealistic are at 
swords point with you this morning 
so ignore them and put your efforts 
info getting home conditions as wifi 
suit you. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Promises broken early should 
not be taken too seriously and 


instead get into the various calls 
and visits you have been post- 
poning. 

LIBRA: (September 23 tp Ofrbbcr 
22) Don't leave business this mom. 
ingto try to gee some oewappealia 
your life bat concentrate Upon the 
practical and materialistic goals 
that pressure .you. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Some' pleasure that is too 
rich for your Mood should be put 
aside in the morning while you get 
into best means foe bringing, per- 
sonal goals into your, orbit. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November^ to 
December 21) Don't let tense ;■ 
situation between family. member 
and outsider affect your activities 
but plan a campaign bf action to 
gain your ambitions. -- - 

CAPRICORN: {December 22 to 
January 20) A communication you 
receive can put -you off your-schc- 
dole if you permit but try to be 
steadfast in going after your per- 
sonal aiop. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebro- 
ary 19) Don’t let a friend who has 
little to do take you away : 6mn 
your practical responsibilities and 
instead put your focus upon any 
worldly duties.' 

PISCES: (February 20 to" March 
20) Decide you wont lei an official . 
get in way of your ' plans and 
instead think Hbort wimisAiipop- 
t»n t to you and go after it -in .a 
positive manner. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



“Smoking cigars is good for me! < 
Inhaling develops powerful - 
jaw muscles!* 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: FATAL DIZZY INFORM PITIED : 
Answer A surgeon might have lo cut out something 
because the patient this— DID NOT 


THE Daily Crossword by Roger Coburn 


ACROSS 
1 Latvian 
5 Decline 


14 Highest point 

15 Mortise 


16 Meat 

17 Place to start 

20 Long time 

21 Landed 
'22 Mr. Previn 

23 Matures 

24 Operated 

28 Roget entry: 
abbr. 

*27 Tease 
30 Drops 

32 Let It stand 

33 Refuse to 
cooperate 

37 Charger 

39 Use a shuttle 

40 street show 

41 Pastries 

43 Gaunt 

44 Tractor name 

45 Cutting tool 
47 Emergency 

treatment 

50 Oriental coin 

51 Understands 

52 Outlandish 

54 Ms Karenina 

55 Have a meal 
58 See 17A 

62 Soreness 
83 Skepticism 

64 Stumble 

65 Sediment 

66 Humble 

67 “The Censor" 

DOWN 

1 Not on lime 

2 Reverberate 

3 Govt eats. 

4 Mr. Koppef 

5 Mora banal . 

6 Sinclair or 
* Jwr Y 

7 Monogram 
_ part; abbr. 

8 Ho lor one 

9 Sch. sub}. 

10 Eng. river 

11 Conducts 


\aaaa aaaaa aasaa 


tflMO IHtaM MMU Smvtcn 
AU WOWe Bomwo 


12 Espouse 

13 Priscilla's 
John 

18 Craze 

19 Money 
manager 

23 Be present 

24 Very tunny 
acts 

25 M3 Jillian 

27 Hey. there! 

28 . Brute?" 

29 Clairvoyant 

30 Fixed gaze 

31 Marshes 

33 Severe 

34 Plane 

. surface 

35 Limerick name 
38 Eye glass 

38 “Alice — Live 47 
Here 

Anymore" 43 

42 Peace sign ■ 49 
45 Lawmaking 51 

M S3 

48 Learn 


Yesterday's P VzdeSehred:' 


nnno noaan unifo] 
nonn nnnan nma 
Gannannonn nuan 
nnnnn nnnnnnnrcn 
oncm nnn onn 
nnra nnran nnnn 
nmnn non onrann 
unnnnraranijnannran 
nnnnn nrnn nnnn 
_ nnnn nnnn nrinf 
nnn non nnnn 
urnonnnonn ancinn 
nnnn nnnnnnnnnsn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnna nnnren nnnre 


Group of:- - — ,54 
conspirators . 55 Shorn JdfiT 
locale . ; : -,56.Mpdu|a r ;^v.:v 
Nouveau — .-sr^Metan 4&-V- 
Attroms: -sr4Ureht«©BF 

- out (makos fiOWeep'TL; 

*») . v ^mrwowr'dbbe 
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Bin Sulayem wins Jordan Rally 


!°®S after 
'MirfeSS 1 

3. 

*? Jonr 

31x1 go rfm" 
ner. ' c 



,p 
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Fenech hospitalisation 


-$Y£WEY, Australia JAP) — - 
-Tlffce-tisne wwid booting amo- 

fritogr suffering 

doctors doBcnbedstt a viral bribe- 

Tioo. 

'-■ The iQoest will fence tbe pos- 
pone meat of Fejwch’s fight 
ti&msLh om taptote otPnttto 
\E*fo forth* vacua: World Boring 
Cosadl (WBCJ saper-feeto- 
. erweight cbampioMhip, sche- 
duled tor the Sydney Eiit e rUrin- 
moit Centre on June 26. 

• CrawMordey^sonofnroiiioBer 
BiHMordey, said Fenech fc*d 
been suffering frombritaeuzs tor 
-three days, but Friday com* . 
• plained of dizziness. 

- McwtJejr said doctors 
. w rfi ccti om so both can and bad 
ordered Fenech to rest for at hart 
two weeks. The fighter is ex- 
-pec ted to be hospitalised at feast 
until Sunday. 


A new date for (he fight win 
not be announced until Tuesday, 
but Monfcy said the contest may 
. batttobcptf backrotfrid-Joty 
to fit in with the requirements of 
the ABC tdevbocm network in 
the United States. • 

. Bill Benton, manager of New 
- YQffc.-basod former featherweight 
rhimpton Laponc, said be was 
hoperal the contest eotdd be res- 
cheduled within a co up le of 
weeks and said Laporte would be 
staying in Sydney. 

Feoccfa wifi be bidding to win 
his fourth world ehampfomhip 
when he does gee into the ring 
against Ijpgne to fight for the 
talc vacated by Ghana's Azamah 
Ncbon. - 

- The Sydney reshkst previously 
held the International Boxing 
Federation t w utt ain wdg l n title 
and the TVBC super-Wtam- 
weigfat and featherweight crowns. 


YWCA honours winners 
of tennistoornament 


Amman (J.t.) — The Vwca *t*i 

FHdwaBdPr.lb owl flaH^rt *. pwl 
S eifrratlw i rtltti Bwlrd trophies and 


g *wh tovnuanat . ended 
irndfoMataBToah 
wfdd i to afl w i n n er s and 


h Friday’s gmatM^IjuA S i datl and Saha Kawar won the 
taat ia second -jltoec£ 

In larife* daabfeo,XIett Cwnafegs and jo Am Donovan won fay 
*&be*tfag Wnm jaind an* SMrin Aafonr. 
to men’* doO b ho , fhiMdMl and Sondr BffU won «t*r 

by *4, 24, *3. 

~Thr i~Wp|m£H i momx I— -iiWii frW by flic A inn lean and GkA 
■wibawiitorr ■iid otoer jorib^hnf and forriga rttgaitoi lair. • 



WITH OMAR SHAIttf 
tTAWNAH.HIR 3 C«- 


SHOW PARTNER TOE WAY 


' Nonh-SOur& vutacrable. North 
-deals.. : : . 

NORTH: : : _ 

*.iqu ;: 

• • \ f 16' M 
v- 

' -.♦8 5 3- 
WEST EAST 

2 L . #4 ' ’ 

\v-A 3-8 5 a r "? Q W 7 3 2..- 

-1 *5 J - ":C A 44 42 . . 

♦ » *_4 2 ■ \* 9_T _ 

• soiim - . 

•••.-. ♦ All 10 9 87 5 . 

: v v t ■ 

■; r : MK^J. - . - 

The bidding: . 

Non* - East Swan West 
1 > 1 v . 2 ♦ . 4 *? 

4 * . :s ; p 6 '♦' ' PWB . 

Psss Pus 
Opening fead: Ace at 9 
Some might consider it the height 
of foolishness ictrid a dam off two 
cashing *ces.' However, -when the 
aces raspHt between tiw defenders, 
ft n- not ahray* easy io jw them. 

£astr W ccttro o sl did wefloa Oat 
hand. ^Thek preemptive tactics 
forced South to guess ala high Jewel,, 
andhe wem wrong. Unfortunaidy. 
the defenda* “ forgot" jocmsJi thw 
nicks . Obviously,. Sooth would 
have done better to double.. live 
hearts (North-Sootb 'c«a infli ct a 
ifour-irick dcfeiit if the defense is 


acotfMe), bat South was sure he 
would find one ace with partner for 
.his opening bid. and he didn't want 
.to lose a vulnerable slam. 

West kd the ace of hearts and 
East, anxious to get a shift, fol- 
lowed . with a discouraging two. 
Wes goad long and hard at his 
cards, but found no inspiration 
there. Eventually, he shrugged aad 
Shifted to . a' dob, and declarer 
heaved a sigh of relief. He drew 
trumps, discarded his diamond on 
Lbc king of beam amt chalked up 
his small shun. 

Put the blame for the debacle on 
. East. Since U was obvious to aU that 
(tore were no more tricks- for the 
defense ra beans. East should have 
taken the opportunity to signal he 
wanted a diamond, not a chib. 

- How could he do fhai? Ry playing 
a high heart, preferably the queen, 
to ask- for the higher of the other 
two ride suns. But wouldn't that be 
begging for a bean ooadmution? 
Normally, yes. But when a particu- 
lar defense is knowaio be futile, the 
■card played becomes a suit-prefer- 
ence. signal! 

.. : A vail* We b a two-to-aoe 
package of DOUBLES booklets. 
For your copies, send S3 to 
“GOREN DOUBLES." .care (Ids 
newsp ap er, P.O. Box 4424, Orlaa- 
dp; Fla. 32802-4424, Make checks 

■wwumMto "‘‘II — iiaiBisi tl.a 4* 


Kenyan favourites fail 
at Santander meeting 


SANTANDER, Spain (R) — 
Olympic champion* Paul Ercng 
and Julius Kariukt of Kenya were 
surprise losers in the 1.000-metrc 
and 3,000-metre events at the 
Santander outdoor athletics 
meeting Thursday night. 

But Briton Peter Elliott’s ex- 
cellent performance in the 800 
metres helped make up for the 
Kenyans’ discouraging results 
and for toe last minute pull-out of 
Moroccan star Said Aouita. 

Elliott dominated bom the 
start and romped home in one 
minute 45.20 seconds, the Attest 
time this year on the distance. 

Kariuki, Olympic 3,000 metres 
steeplechase gold medaffist, was 


widely expected to win the 3,000 
metres after a kg injury forced 
Aouita to stay away. 

He took an early lead but 
struggled in third after losing 
ground to Mark Rowland of Bri- 
tain and Spain's Abel Anton in 
toe last 50 metres. 

Ercng, the Olympic 800 metres 
gold medallist,, also finished an 
lacklustre third in toe 1,000 
metres behind fellow-Kcnyan 
Jackson LokoL and Briton John 
Gladwin. 

Nigeria’s Ynssnf Ali, expected 
to win the long jump, had to be 
content with second place in 7.91 
metres h*hlwH Spaniard Angel 
Hernandez’s 7.94 metres. 


AMMAN — The Jordan Rally 
came to an unexpected end Fri- 
day when Suhafl Khalifa, driving 
a Marlboro Mibabishi Gaknt 
VR 4, finished the rally behind 
bis rival Mohammed Bin 
Sulayem, after leading the rally 
for the first day and winning most 
stages on the second day. 

The rally turned out to be toe 
hottest event in the Middle East 
championship this far. Khalifa 
was out to reve ng e Iris loss in toe 
Qatar Rally, while Bin Sulayem 
was trying to defend his Middle 
East crown. 

“It was a dog-fight between us, 
toe car performed very well on 
asphalt stages, and 1 had the lead 
till I got a puncture on the Fujeij 
stage," said the Marlboro Mitsu- 
bishi contender Khalifa at toe end 
of toe rally. 

His Royal Highness Prince 
Faisal gave the start signal for 32 
cars that roared off in the two-day 
event covering 1,055 kilometres 
and taking the driven 300 metres 
down from sea level to the Dead 
Sea to finish the first leg in front 
of the Roman Amphitheatre, 
then out north towards the histor- 
ic city of Jerasta to finish toe first 
day at midmgfat in Amman . 

Khalifa took the lead in the 
first day beating Bin Sulayem by 
winning most of toe asphalt 
stages and leading by 21 seconds. 
Issa Halaby, the leading Jorda- 
nian driver, was competing in a 
Ford Sierra Cosworth and keep- 
ing a solid third position ahead of 
Tony GeorgtOn, Khalifa’s team- 
mate in the Mitsubishi RalUart 


Middle East team, until GeoigBOB 
ran out at gas and quit the race in 
the middle of Rue A1 Aqn 
(eighth) stage, whrie Issa qnit dse 
to mechanica l failure in stage 13 
(Swaqqa) ou toe second day. 

Khalifa kept his lead, winning 
most of the morning stages until 
he lost two minutes s i a puncture 
in Fujeij, only one Rage before 
reaching the ancient dty of Petra, 
for regrouping — a delay which 
gave toe lead to Bin Sulayem. 

Coming oat of Petra, on toe 
way back to Amman, in toe 
second part of kg two, p»«i«a 
was confident and said toe rally 
“is not over until we get on the 
ramp." 

Bin Sulayem, however, knew 
toe gap had become too big and 
was out to increase it- He won 
stage 18 (Beidha) and tied again 
with Khalifa on stage 19 (Halasa) 
wink Khalifa won stage 20 reduc- 
ing toe gap down to 2:16 minutes 


and patting the beat bade on Bin 
Sulayem. 

The Russian team progressed 
with Sergei Boustnc and Andrei 
Georasenkov to third and fourth 
positions respectively in the FISA 
homologated can group 'A’ and 
‘N’ while the Jordanian driver 
Mazes Dajam was kadmg group 
'S', driving Toyota CorroDa GT 
car. 

MSm Driver/ Co-Driver 

1. M. Bin Sulayem/ R. Morgan 

2. S-KhaHfi/M. AlHajri 

3. S. Bourne/ A. Omusc 

4. M. Dajam/ K. Zakaria 

5 . S. Kuzmitchev/ A. Mthmkov 

6. N. Dirsni/B. Btntami 


In the group $’ participants 
category toe Jordanian driver, 
Nasser B attach driving Nissan 
240 R$ kept a gootHead on toe 
Saudi driver, Mamdouh Kbayyat 

Following are .the results for 
both sections of groups A and N 
and group S noting that group A 
and N had to strictly adhere to 
FISA safety regulations: 

Car Time 

Toyota Cel. GT4TUUAE 3:35:0 
Mitsubishi Gal. VRUAE 339:11 
Lada 21074 SU . 4:59:44 

Toyota Corolla GTHKJ 5:29:0 
Lada Samara 21083 SU ■ 5:34:25 

Opel Manta 2.0E Hid - * 5:52:4 


M. Khayyat/ A. AJ Mournwi Mitsubishi Pajero SA 


M. Saleh/ K. Khalifa 

N. Bmtanri/ K. A1 Kasrir 
M. Abu Samra/ K. Naber 
H. Thbbaa/ B. Shalad 

M. Shbham/ A. K. Abaza 


Range Rover UAE - 
Nissan 240 RS HKJ 
Daihatsu Char. SPLJ 
Nissan 240 RS HKJ 
Toyota Corolla GT F 


4:8:57 

4:l(hl9 

4 : 27:20 

42121 

4:48:9 

5:9:16 


A two-bedroom furnished apartment located in Abdoun 
quarter 

For details and more information please call tel. 
810230-817908 


SOUND AND LIGHT AT JERASH 
WB1 reopen May 20/1990. Evenings at 8:30 ns fotikms; 
Arabic on FrWay, Sunday, Tuesday and Thursday: Englito 
on Saturday, Monday, aid Wednesday. 

Tickets on sale at rite at JD 1. (Children np to 12 years old 
only 1M Os). 


fMANY VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT & SALE 
Furnished or 
Unfurnished 
In Shmeisani. Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other loca- 
tions. 

For more Information 
plnaao call 
Abdoun Real Estate 
PREVIOUSLY . 
Weal Reel Estate 
Tel: 810609, 810605 


' M 1 L-M v li ! iij ; 

— — 1 

FOR RENT 

SERVICES TOMORROW 
8 am Holy Communion 
630 p.m. Family Communion 
Preacher: Fr. Paul Boyle MHM 
Celebrant: The Bishop of Gibraltar 
Tel: 628543 

Experienced seamstress is needed to work at a 
private workshop. 

For Information pis call 690552 

Modem furnished and unfurnished apartments. 

Studio - One bedroom - Two r~d TVe? ': r . 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: ‘ Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Circles j 

• Shmeisani near Birds' Garden. j 

Own®?* 34144*5 - WSSV - 


URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
INVITATION TO BID 


;i o! , 


Date: 15th May, 1990 
Loan Noj 2507 - JO 
BM No.: 12/W2/8S 



1. The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan has received a loan from 
the World Bank (IBRD) in various currencies towards the cost 
of a Second Urban Development Project and It is Intended 

that part of the proceeds of this loan will be applied to eligible 

payments under the Contract for NORTH RUSSSFA (2) SITE 
& SERVICES. Bidding » open to all Bidders from eligible 
source countries as defined under the "Guidelines for 
Procurement" of the (IBRD) who have been prequalified by 
the UDD in October, 1388 and local Contractors classified by 
the Ministry of Public Works & Housing In the Second grade 
and above in both fields; BuHdings and Water & Sewers. 

2. The Urban Development Department (UDD) now invites 
seated bids from eHgibte Bidders for furnishing the necessary 
labour, materials, equipment and services tor the construc- 
tion and completion, in phases, of the following: 

— (468) residential plots of which (110) have 1 or 2 room 
houses, within a site of area (204360) square metres 
approximately. 

. — Roads with a total area of about (34620) sq.m., and 
Footpaths with a total area of about (8350) sq.m. 

— WWer Supply network of diameters (12.5 -100) mm with a 
total length of about (9620) m. 

— Sewerage System of diameters (150 - 200) mm with a 
total length of about (7290) m. 

Stormwater Drainage System of diameters (300 - 1200 
mm) with a total , length of about (400) m. 

— Electricity works to be executed by the JEC. 

— Civil Works for a telephone networks. 

— Screen walls, Retaining walls and other site works. 

3. interested eligible Bidders may obtain further information 
from the head of Tendering Division, and inspect the bidding 
documents at the offices of the UDD, UDD Marks Housing 
Project 

Telephone: 899381/ 62/ 63 
P.O. Box: 927198 
Amman - Jordan. 

Telex: 22249 UDD JO 

4. A complete set of bkkfing documents may be purchased by 
any prequalifled interested eligible Bidder upon payment of a 
noo-refundabte fee of JD (200). 

5. Afl Bids must be accompanied by a Bid security in an 
acceptable term of not less than (40,000) JD and must be 
delivered to the Director General, UDD, P.O. Box 927198 
Amman - Jordan on or before 12.-00 noon local time, on 17th 

..:_June. 1990. 

6. Bids wffl .be opened In the presence of those Bidders' 
representatives who choose to attend at 12:00 noon local 
time, on 17th June, 1990 at the office of the UDD, UDD Marka 
Housing Project, Amman. 

Telephone: 899361 /B 2 /63 
. P.O. Box: 927188 
Amman - Jordan. 

Telex: 22249 UDO JO 

Big. Youeef Hieaet 
Acting Director General 


Cinema . . Tel: 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


STORED NEW FURNITURE FOR SALE 
FOR TRAVEL 

Stored new furniture tor sate: Bedroom, leather salon set, carved 
salon, and 2 dining rooms. 

For details p l ease dial the following numbers: from 
Cflrun. to lTSS pjn. and from 3:00 pjn. to 6:00 pjn. 
03353501. After few pjn. please caU 033526*5, Karak. 


TO LET 


Ground floor of a two floor house with independent 
entrance, garden, heating, water & electricity — 3 
bedrooms, servant's room, large living room & reception 
areas & dining room & kitchen; area 400 sq.m. Completely 
renovated: New piping tiling, sanitary ware & kitchen. 
Situated in Jebel Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Contact please: Morning teL 825461 
Afternoon 641979 


MISSING DOG _ 

An American family lost a small white 
West High Land Terrier Iwo weeks ago in 
The Military Compound (Dahiat Al-Amir 
Rashed) near the American School. 

If you have any information please 
contact TeL No. 689192 or 8 12352. 



SILK ROAD CARAVAN ENDS IN AQABA 
On 20th May 1990 

Arriving Sunday morning around 12:00 noon to Yemanieh Beach 
(between diving centre and national camp) in Aqaba from Azraq 
after being for one month filming in the Jordanian desert the 
famous TV programme Roacf'. 

cn ■- 

JV U UMCf l 

28 Bedouin camel riders 
16 Japanese fin crew 
15 Jordanian crew members 
Pteaao join us to celebrate the untorgetabte moment, and be in 
the last scene of the Silk Road Programme. 

Refreshments wfli be served oh site. 

For more details contact international Traders Aqaba 
office Tel. 313757 or 315316. 


THE EMBASSY OF ROMANIA 
IN JORDAN 


Reminds all Romanian citizens in Jordan that on Sunday, May 
the 20, 1990, between 6 am -11 p.m. in Romania will take place 
free elections for the republic's president, the members of the 
Senate and House of Representatives. 

All Romanian citizens living in Jordan as wefl as those who will 
be in that day in Jordan can exercise their constitutional rights at 
the Embassy of Romania in Amman (Shimeisani, Jabal A1 
Wettxfeh A] Gharbi, tel. 667738) on Sunday, May the 20, 1990, 
between 6 a.m. - 11 p.m. They are kindly asked to have with 
them their Romanian passports or any other document proving 
their Romanian citizenship. 


WEltMN 


AMBASADA ROMANIEI DIN IORDANIA REAMINTESTE TUTUR- 
OR CETATENILOR ROMANI CA DUMINICA. 20 MAI 1990, 
INTRE ORELE 06-23.00, IN ROMANIA VOR AVEA LOG ALEGERl 
UBERE PENTRU DESEMNAREA PRESEDINTELUI REPUBLIC!!, 
A MEMBRILOR SENATULUI SI A ADUNARII DEPUTATILOR. 
CETATENII ROMANI DOMICIUATI IN IORDANIA SAU CARE SE 
VOR AFLA IN ACEASTA 21 IN IORDANIA iSI VOR PUTEA 
EXERCfTA DREPTURILE CONSTITUTIONALS l_A SED1UL 
AMBASADEI ROMANIEI DIN AMMAN (SHMEISANI. JABAL AL 
WEJBDEHAL GHARBI, TEL 667738), DUMINICA, 20 MAI, 1990, 
INTRE ORELE 06-23.00. 

CETATENU ROMANI SINT RUGATI SA SE PREZINTE LA VOT 
CU PASAPORTUL SAU UN ALT DOCUMENT CE DOVEDESTE 
CETATENIA ROMANA. 
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Communist past could thwart 
lllascu party’s coalition offer 


BUCHAREST (R) — Romania’s 
ruling National Salvation Front 
(NSF) has offered to form a 
broad coalition government after 
multi-party elections this Sunday 
but its link with the Communist 
past could leave the NSF without 
partners. 

Opinion polls predict a major- 
ity for the leftist NSF led by 
presidential frontrunner and in- 
terim head of state Ion Diescu in 
the first free vote in Romania for 
53 years. 

The front has said a national 
coalition is the best way to re- 
build the ruined economy and to 
erase the executed dictator Nico- 
lae Ceausesco’s legacy of totalita- 
rian rule. 

The signs are, however, that 
such a coalition would be hard to 
create. The opposition is waty of 
the iinlcs of ex-Communist Diescu 
and other leading NSF members 
to the Ceausescu era and suspi- 
cious that the front hijacked con- 
trol of last December’s popular 
uprising against Communism in a 
backstage coup. 

None of the three main opposi- 
tion parties have committed 
themselves to sharing power with 
the NSF — the National Liberals 
are evasive on it, the Social 
Democrats are reserved, and the 
National Peasants Party has ruled 
it out. 

“We salute the NSF offer to 


share power but we have major 
reservations,” Social Democrat 
spokesman Vadim Aroneanu 
said. 

“The last contested elections in 
1946 taught us a bitter lesson. 
Then the Communists offered to 
form a government coalition 
which ended in the elimination of 
their partners.” 

The three parties were suppres- 
sed in tibe late 1940s but were 
revived in January after Ceauses- 
cu’s overthrow and execution. 

Radu Campeanu, Iliesco’s 
Liberal opponent in the presiden- 
tial race, said in a televised cam- 
paign debate Thursday that a 
coalition would be possible only 
“when there is a total break with 
the former Communist system.” 

His party has said a strong 
oppoation to the NSF, linking 
the three historical parties on a 
common policy platform, may be 
more important to cement demo- 
cracy. 

Its goal would be “to put up a 
joint, constructive oppoation and 
draft a democratic constitution 
which should bar any possible 
return to Communism.” Liberal 
Vice-President loan Sandulescu 
told Renters. 

The right-wing Peasants Party 
dismisses the front outright as 
neo-Communist but it has said it 
would be ready to join the Liber- 
als and Social Democrats in gov- 


ernment or opposition. 

‘‘They have a well-defined 
democratic tradition and we do 
not expect any of them to militate 
for dictatorship,” Peasants Party 
parliam entary candidate Rasvao 
Dobrescu sakL 

Only a handful of the 82 parties 
contesting Sunday’s elections are 
expected to win seats in the 387- 
member assembly of deputies and 
the 119-member senate. 

Opinion polls predict the front 
will win about 60 per cent 
of the vote bat if forecasts are 
wrong, as the NSFs opponents 
maintain, smaller parties could 
gain a pivotal bargaining rede. 

Chief among them is the 
Hungarian Democratic Union 
(HDU), flag bearer of the 
Hungarian ethnic minority with a 
constituency of up to one million 
of Romania’s 16 million voters. 

The HDU has shifted away, 
from initial backing for the front 
and one of its leading figures, 
Carol Kiraly, appealed to ethnic 
Hungarians Thursday not to vote 
for Diescu as president. 

Kiraly, an interim vice-presi- 
dent responsble for Romania’s 
14 ethnic minorities, said on 
Hungarian-language radio that 
Diescu had failed to fulfill prom- 
ises to defend minority rights. 

Meanwhile, an election rally in 
Timisoara, birthplace of the 
Romanian revolution, ended 


violently as youths beat suppor- 
ters of the rul ing N ational Salva- 
tion Front (NSF) with broken 


The rally broke up Thursday 
after some 5,000 NSF sup porters, 
mainly women, gathered in the 
city's Opera Square and about 
300 opponents began thmiting 
anti-front slogans. 

The youths eventually surged 
onto the podium. Several women 
who tried to block them were hit 
in the face or had their hair pulled 
and were thrown to the ground. 
At least five were led away with 
bleeding feces and hands. 

About 10 youths, some wear- 
ing leather wrist straps with studs, 
finally reached the platform and 
tore down flags. 

Front su pport ers chanted the 
names of Diescu and Prime 
Minister Petre Roman. Their 
opponents believe the two men 
remain Communists at heart even 
though they say they reject Com- 
munism and aQ it stands for. 

Police and unarmed troops 
stood by at the comers of the 
square but made no a ttemp t to 
interfere or restore order. 

“We never tried to break up 
any of the rallies of other par- 
ties,” local front candidate Nko- 
lae Dumitru told his supporters. 
“If our memory of what hap- 
pened five months ago cannot 
unite ns, then what vrill?” 


Superpowers report 
arms control treaty 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — U.S. 
and Soviet officials said Friday 
they had made strides towards 

Te'sr’.'Jn? : t r-greement on a frea- 

r; j-ji. ihii iupeipo^.is’ 

arsenals of long-range nuclear 
weapons. 

fcf«vo always believed the 
., • wiX i j * g*. eper.. ‘ 

..•. ..■Vi (rcfCdga Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze said. “Things are 
moving in that direction.” 

Baker also gave an upbeat 
assessment after nearly five hours 
of taks with Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev and Shevard- 
nadze. 

The U.S. and Soviet nego- 
tiators are trying to reach an 
agreement on reducing the super- 
powers’ arsenals of long-range 
missiles, bombers and sub- 
marines in time for - Gorbachev’s 
summit with U.S. President 
George Bush in Washington from 
May 31-June 3. 

“We did a lot,” Shevardnadze 
said. “We accomplished a lot 
today." 

On another anns-control front, 
the Soviet foreign minister told 
reporters that “major progress" 
had been made on a U.S.-Soviet 
accord to end production of che- 
mical weapons. 

Last week, Bush offered to halt 
U.S. production of chemical 
weapons if the Soviets were will- 
ing to schedule the destruction of 
their poison gas stockpiles. She- 
vardnadze gave no details of the 
emerging accord. 

Between his talks with Gor- 
bachev and Shevardnadze. Baker 
said that “some progress" bad 
been made, though he added. 


“We still have a number of issues 
that are still out- there.” 

Asked if agreement on key 
issues would be ready for the 
summit. Baker replied, “we keep 
hoping we can accomplish that." 

Earlier Friday in the Kremlin, 
Gorbachev said the Soviets were 
doh.g \;c:i l est tc siich together 
an agreement on reducing the 
superpowers' stockpiles of 
strategic nuclear weapons. The 
Bush administration had accused 
the Soviets of backtracking on 
their earlier positions before Bak- 
er arrived in Moscow Tuesday. 

The Soviet leader said be (fid 
not know if an agreement would 
be ready in time for the Washing- 
ton summit, but told reporters. “I 
think we are moving closer." 

Mixed signals also came from 
the U.S. side, where officials 
spoke both of continuing gaps 
and of hopes for an accord. With- 
out a compromise on air and 
sea-launched cruise missiles and 
other disputed weapons, the sum- 
mit will lack the dramatic center- 
piece Bush and Gorbachev had 
anticipated. 


The statements by Baker and 
Shevardnadze were by far the 
most optimistic to emerge from 
either side in weeks. 

U.S. officials had earlier said 
the talks were not going well and 
Baker might have to stay in Mos- 
cow beyond his scheduled depar- 
ture time of Saturday morning. 

Baker's statement that he 
would hold a news conference on 
Saturday as planned and give 
details of his talks suggested 
agreement was in sight. 


Gorbachev signals 
flexibility in Baltics 


MOSCOW (AP) — President- 
Mikhail Gorbachev said Friday 
the Kremlin was prepared to ex- 
amine any possibility to resolve 
the dispute over Lithuanian inde- 
pendence — provided the Soviet 
constitutional process is 
observed. 

The prime minister of the 
breakaway republic, Kazinuera 
Pninskiene, said after meeting 
with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker that she was con- 
vinced he supports the Baltic 
republic’s independence drive. 

Baker said be hoped that a 
meeting between Gorbachev and 
Pninskiene Thursday would lead 
to full negotiations aimed at en- 
ding the impasse between the 
Kremlin and the breakaway re- 
public. 

* Tension was repotted Friday in 
Lithuania, however. Soviet sol- 
diers shot a youth trying to enter 
a military compound and military 
helicopters dropped leaflets proc- 
laiming: “Down with the govern- 
ment of separatists. Long live 
Soviet Lithuania.” 

Military officials have com- 
plained of several rock-throwing 
or sniper attacks on Soviet sol- 
diers at military installations. 
Moscow has used die military to 
make repealed shows of force in 
Lithuania in the past 

Supporters of independence 
gathered around the Lithuanian 
parliament building Friday to 
block any attempt by pro-Soviet 
forces to occupy it, said Eduards 
Pota&hinskas, an editor at Lithua- 
nian television. 

On Tuesday, Soviet soldiers 
and soti-in dependence protesters 
tried to occupy government 


buildings in the two other Baltic 
repulics, Estonia and Latvia, but 
were blocked by supporters of 
secession. 

Gorbachev has condemned the 
independence declarations of 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, 
and imposed economic sanctions 
against them. Until his meeting 
with Pninskiene Thursday night, 
the Soviet president had refused 
to open talks with Baltic leaders, 
demanding that they first rescind 
or suspend their independence 1 
moves. I 

After Pninskiene met with 1 
Gorbachev, she said significant 
progress was made towards a* 
settlement. But neither side sug- 1 
gested that the dispute that fol- 
lowed the republic's March 1L 
declaration of independence had 
been settled. 

Her meeting Friday with Baker 1 
lasted for more than hour, twice* 
as long as planned. She said later 
that she had told Baker about 
L i thuania 's compromise plan and 
her talks with Gorbachev. 


“I became convinced again that 
the USA as well as other govern- 
ments support both the restora- 
tion of independence and the 
path we are taking,” she said at 
the gate of Sp 2 so House, the 
residence of the U.S. ambassador 
in Moscow. 

Pninskiene said the thought 
Gorbachev agreed to meet with 
her because of Baker’s presence 
in Moscow. Baker is negotiating 
with Soviet officials to try to forge 

arms-control agreements for 'a 

summit in Washington between 
Gorbachev and U.S. President 
George Bush later this month. 


Liberian 
rebel chief 
excludes 
immediate 
elections 


TAPETA, Liberia (AP)— Villa- 
gers waving palm fronds welcome 
him as a saviour. Rebel pamphlets 
call him “the hope of Liberia.” 


The bureaucrat turned guerrilla 
leader says he is a God-fearing 
Baptist who will not become 
another African dictator. 

U.S.-educated rebel leader 
Charles Taylor is still wanted in 
Massachusetts fur breaking out of 
jail to avoid extradition to Liber- 
ia, but says he wants better refer 
tioos with the United States. 

Taylor presented himself at his 
first international news confer- 
ence this week as a friend of the 
capitalist West and a leader who 
can restore democracy, honest 
government, pride and Christian 
values to a nation destroyed by 10 
years of corrupt rale under Presi- 
dent Samuel Doe. 

But Taylor said his plans for 
democracy do not include elec- 
tions for at least three and maybe 
five years. Until then be said be 
will “go to hell" rather than share 
power with other opposition lead- 
ers who have not joined his fight 
against Doe. 


“Don’t think we are going to 
turn government over to some- 
one to screw up," Taylor said. 

Pointing to his ragtag group of. 
armed guerrillas, he added, “We 
have political ambitions, too." 

Taylor invited nine foreign 
journalists to Tapeta, in the heart 
of rebel-held territory about 160 
kilometres northeast of Monro- 
via, the capital. Reporters were 
driven to an American-owned 
rubber plantation in rebel hands 
just 72 kilometres east of Monro- 
via to dramatise Taylor's threats 
that he will attack the capital 
soon. 

Taylor’s promises of elections 
in a few years are similar to 
pledges that have led to dicta- 
torships in other African coun- 
tries, including Liberia. Doe 
promised democracy when as an 
army master sergeant he seized 
power in a bloody 1980 coup, 
toppling an elite group of descen- 
dants of freed American slaves 
who founded Liberia in 1847. 

At the time of the coup, Taylor 
said he had been chairman for 10 
years of the U.S.-based National 
Liberian Liberation Movement 
that helped Doe overthrow Presi- 
dent William Tolbert. 

« 

“That boy was supposed to 
return his little self to the bar- 
racks and he reneged,” said 
Taylor, referring to Doe. 

Taylor said he was inducted 
into Doe's army as a major in 
1980 and placed in chaige of a 
bureau that disbursed govern- 
ment funds. He said be fled to the 
United States later because of 
disagreements with Doe, who ac- 
cused him of stealing SI million. 

He was arrested in Boston and 
held for extradition to Liberia in 
1984, bur escaped from jail. 

Taylor said his National Patrio- 
tic Front of Liberia has constantly 
sought contacts with the U.S. 
government, until recently a 
strong supporter of Doe. 

“The United States has perma- 
nent interests in Liberia, and not 
permanent friends ... I would 
hope that we would have a real 
good marriage and a real good 
honeymoon,” Taylor said. 


Whiteman 
found guilty 
in New York 
murder 


NEW YORK (AP) — A jury has 
found a 19-year-old white man 
guilty of second-degree murder in 
die lolling of a black teenager in 
Be nsonh urst, the most serious of 
a recent spate of racial confronta- 
tions in New York City. 

Joseph Fama of Brooklyn, ac- 
cused of being the triggerman in 
the killing of 16-year-old Yusuf 
Hawkins, faces a maximum sent- 
ence of 25 years to fife in prison. 

Jury forewoman Tonya Bailey 
delivered the verdict late Thurs- 
day after 10 tension-wrought days 
of deliberations. 

Hawkins and.. three friends 
were going to look at a car that 
was for sale when they were 
attacked by a gang of whites last 
Aug. 23 in the mostly white Ben- 
sonhnrst section of New York. 

The verdict, the first conviction 
in the case, was greeted with 
shouts outside the courtroom by 
Hawkins' family and supporters. 

- Mayor David N. Dinkins said 
in a statement that the guilty 
verdict allows “ns to turn our 
attention to the process of 
healing.’' 

“Yusuf Hawkins died of racism 
in the first degree. That is a crime 
far more common than most of ns 
are willing to admit,” the city’s 
first black mayor said. 

Fama was found guilty on 13 of 
15 counts, including second-de- 
gree murder by depraved indif- 
ference to human life, riot, un- 
lawful imprisonment, menacing, 
discrimination , and criminal pos- 
session of a weapon in the third 
degree. 

The defendant was acquitted of 
second-degree intentional mur- 
der — the equivalent in serious- 
ness of the depraved indifference 
charge — as well as criminal 
possession of a weapon in the 
second degree. 

A second jury considering 
charges against co-defendant 
Keith Mondelio, who was tried in 
the same courtroom as Fama, 
ended its deliberations Thursday 
without reaching a verdict. 


Senate 
approves 
law limiting 
chemical 
weapons 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Senate approved legislation with- 
out dissent requiring die presi- 
dent to impose sanctions against 
countries that violate internation- 
al agreements barring chemical 
and biological weapons. 

By a vote of 92-0, the Senate 
Thursday adopted the bill despite 
die threat of a possible veto by 
President George Bush. 

The United States and Soviet 
Union are negotiating cuts in the 
superpower stockpiles of chemic- 
al weapons and reductions in* 
strategic and conventional forces. 

But lawmakers said they are 
concerned about the proliferation 
of the weapons among Third 


World countries. 

“We have learned anew in re- 
cent years of the ghastly and 
indisputable honor of the use of 
chemical weapons in violation of 
international law,” said Sen. 
Claiborne Pell, chairman of the 
Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 

“We most not apply a lesser 
standard against chemical 
weapons use than the use of 
nuclear weapons.” 

Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein has VOWed tO use chemical 
'weapons against Israel if the Jew- 
ish state launches a nuclear 
attack. 

“Many months ago, I said that 
the evil genie of chemical 
weapons is already out of the 
bottle,” said Senate Republican 
leader Bob Dole of Kansas. “It’s 
even more critical today that we 
do everything we can to see that 
the genie (foes not spread its 
poison more widely.” 

The bill says that as many as 20 
nations are capable of producing 
chemical weapons and that by the 
year 2000, at least 15 developing 
countries will have the ability to 
produce ballistic missiles capable 
of delivering the weapons. 


U.S., Philippines fail to 
settle future of bases 


MANILA (R) — The United 
States and the Philippines failed 
after five days of talks Friday to 
settle the future of major Amer- 
ican military bases in the country. 

But a joint statement said they 
had solved a conflict over com- 
pensation and would hold further 
negotiations on the future of their 
entire political and security rela- 
tionship. 

No date for the next round of 
fallra was announced. 

Hours before the latest talks 
ended, four men in a speeding 
taxi feed two rifle grenades at 
U.S. offices in Manila. Only one 
grenade exploded, on the fourth- 
floor window ledge of the budd- 
ing that bouses the Thomas Jef- 
ferson library, causing “minimal 
damage to prope rty ,” the U.S. 
embassy said. 

No group has claimed responsi- 
bility for fee attack. Earlier 
attacks on U.S.. targets have 
been the work of the New Peo- 
ple's Army, a Communist guerril- 
la group demanding withdrawal 
of the bases. 

President Corazon Aquino had 
suggested holding this week's ex- 
ploratory talks to decide whether 
or not to negotiate a new treaty 
on America’s largest overseas 
military facilities. 


But at the end, spokesman for 
both governments said there had 
been no decision on whether to 
go ahead with talks on a treaty 
that would allow Washington to 
keep Clark Air Base, Subic Bay 
Naval Base and four smaller in- 
stallations. 

-Philippine Foreign Secretary 
Raul Mangiapus told reporters 
agreement on the compensation 
issue meant the two sides could 
now go forward to hold discus- 
sions on the future of bilateral 
relations. 

He said the Manila decision to 
terminate the current military 
bases agreement in September, 
1991, signalled an end to the 
“uneven day of lingering col- 
onialism. Henceforth, we shall 
march forward with our friends 
abreast, not hi tandem.” 

“It is a new relationship. Let us 
move on. to strengthen it,” he 
<said. 

Meanwhile, . troops arrested 
three alleged Communist guerril- 
las, one of whom is believed to 
have been involved in the 
weekend killing of two American 
airmen hear a U.S.-run air base, 
a military officer said Friday. 

Officials said they also seized 
documents indicating the rebels 
plan to continue attacks. 


Philippine plane crashes 
ipto house killing 25 


MANILA (R) — Twenty-five 
people were killed when a Philip- 
pine inter-island plane with a 
crippled engine crashed two mi- 
mites, after takeoff, bursting into 
a fireball in a Manila residential 
suburb, officials said. 

They said the propeller-driven 
Bebdicraft 1900 tried to return to 


Manila airport but slammed in- 
stead into a house, killing the 
four occupants, a Japanese 
businessman and his family, and 
all 21 aboard. 

The twin-engine plane’s horn- 
ing tail came to rest by the family 
swimming pool. The rest of the 
aircraft, its fuel tanks foil, ex- 
ploded and engulfed the bouse in 


flames, witnesses said. 

“The initial findings were that 
the right engine cut out after 
being airborne,” said Jaime Cruz, 
chief of the airport Emergency 
Services Department. He said 
that just before the crash, the 
pilot radioed the control tower 
that he was turning back. 

Two servants, a man and a 
woman, working for the Japanese 
family survived the explosion and 
fire. 

Airport officials identified the 
Japanese executive as Yasukazu 


Suzuki, 47. Also killed were his 
Filipina wife and their two daugh- 
ters. aged four and one, die 
officials said. 


Chinese leader says Tiananmen 
Square ‘much ado about nothing 9 


NEW YORK (R) — Chinese 
C ommunis t Party leader Jiang 
Zemin, in what was described as 
his first television interview since 
coming to power, called the 
crackdown on demonstrators in 
Tiananmen Square “much ado 
about notbmg” and said 431 peo- 
ple, including 42 students, were 
still in prison. 

In a taped interview with Bar- 
bara Walters of ABCs “2000” 
programme, Jiang also spelled 
out conditions under which dissi- 
dent Fang Lizhi could leave the 
U.S. embassy in Peking, where 
he has been Living since the crack- 
down, and said ousted Commun- 
ist Party leader Zhao Ziyang, 
who sympathised with the stu- 
dents, would not be brought to 
trial. 

Walters asked Jiang, who is 
also chairman of the Central 
Military Commission, if he had a 
Chinese proverb to describe the 
Tiananm en crackdown. “To give 
a Chinese proverb, I would say 
that it’s like ‘much ado about 


last year in Peking. Had we 
i, in the end, to take resolute 
measures to deal with those 


events, then the entire capital of 
of China 


into 


nothing’,” he said. 

The programme aired Friday 
night. ABC said it was Jiang’s 
first television interview since 
coming to power after the crack- 
down last June. 

Jiang said, “I don’t have any 
regrets about the way in which we 
dealt with the events which took 


the People’s Republic 
would have been thrown 
great chaos.” 

But he said he did not think a 
violent crackdown on similar pro- 
democracy demonstrations would 
take place again. 

“We have a proverb in China, 
‘a fall into the pit, a gain in your 
wit,'” he said. “I think we learn 
by our mistakes; dial is, we have 
made adequate preparations in 
terms of strengthening the police 
force and storing non-lethal 
weapons. In this regard, I am 
ready to learn from all the de- 
veloped Western countries.” 

Jiang said 431 people, including 
42 students, were still in prison 
“under investigation” over the 
crackdown. 

Tens of thousands of students 
demonstrated in the Peking 
square before troops moved in, 
reportedly killing hundreds. 
Chinese officials deny anyone 
was killed in the square itself. 

Jiang said there were no execu- 
tions linked to the square and 
students abroad would be safe if 
they returned home. 

“One feet has to be made dear. 
During the incident, nearly 
10,000 armoured personnel car- 


riers, army trucks and tanks were 
burned. And ibis shows the Peo- 
ple’s liberation Army exercised 
great tolerance and restraint dur- 
ing the incideat,” be added. 

He said th3t dissidents Fang 
Lizhi and his wife, who took 
refuge in the U.S. embassy in 
Peking, could be allowed to leave 
the country if they admitted their 
guilt and the United States 
guaranteed that Fang would not 
engage “in activity in the future 
against the People's Republic of 
China." 

Meanwhile in Mexico City, 
Chinese President Yang Shang- 
kun was quoted Thursday as 
saying last year’s bloody crack- 
down on pro-democracy demon- 
strators represented a triumph for 
socialism. 


“It didn’t hurt Chinese social- 
ism." Yang said in remarks to the 
Mexican news agency Notimex 
when asked about the military 
crackdown in and around Tianan- 
men Square. 

“It strengthened the govern- 
ment’s faith in the Socialist sys- 
tem and allowed us to disman tle 
the seditious plots." 

Yang arrived Monday for a 
four-day visit on the first leg of a 
Latin American trip that will also 
take him to Brazil, Uruguay, 
Argentina and Chile. 


Renoir becomes second most expensive painting 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
Renoir painting of an outdoor 
Parisian dance hall that some 
thought might sell for more than 
S100 million went for S78.1 mil- 
lion at Sotheby’s auction house 
Thursday night. 

The price set a record for a 
Renoir but fell S4.4 million short 
of the record for -the world's mast 
expensive painting, set Tuesday 
at Christies when Van Gogh’s 
Portrait of Dr. Gachet fetched 
$82.5 minion. 

Au Moulin de la Galette. by 
Ffene-Anguste Renoir, sold to 
an unidentified bidder after 10 
minutes of tension-filled bidding 
from two potential buyers on the 
telephone. The bidding jumped 
up id milK on-dollar incre me nts 
and the crowd gasped and broke 
into applause when the hammer 
finally came down. 

“Galette became the; second 
most expensive painting of afl 
time, surpassing the $53.9 million 
that Van Goglrs Irises fetched in 
1987 when it set a record that 
stood until last Tuesday. 

Many dealers had thought that 
following the Gachet sale the 
Renoir aright become the first 
$100 mflHon painting. 

Sotheby's auction experts, who 
bad estimated die painting would 
go for between $40 ntiuon and 


were 


$50 million, said they 
pleased with the sale. 

“I was thrilled, just thrilled," 
said Sotheby's impressionist ex- 
pert David Nash. “I personally 
thought it might hit $65 million, 
but it even exceeded that.” 
“It’s a trig, big price," said New 
York art deafer Doug Walla, 
“But I think it justified it.” 
Despite repeated requests from 
an overflowing press and media 
gallery after the sale, Sotheby's 
President Diana Brooks said she 
could not reveal the identity of 
the buyer, or even the 
nationality. 


After the Gachet sold to Tokyo 
art deafer Hideto K Obayashi spe- 
culation was that the Renoir 
would go to a Japanese buyer. 

Renoir painted the piece m 
1876 as one of two studies of the 
Bohemian dance hall at die top of 
Rue Montmartre. 

“The Renoir was a medal 
painting. It’s much more distinc- 
tive than the Gachet," said Wal- 
la. “It is the kind of painting one 
learns from and grows up with in 
terms of art history.” 

The Renoir was sold from the 
collection of New York financier 
and publisher John Hay Whitney, 
who died in 1982. Whitney 
bought it in 1929 in New York for 


$165,000. 

The Van Gogh painting sold in 
New York for a record $82.5 
million was one of several re- 
moved from display by the Ger- 
man Nazis in a pre-war purge of 
non- Aryan art, an expert safd 
Thursday. 

“They wanted classical 19th 
century German art and not any- 
thing that was modem,” said 
Stefan Maim, a researcher at* 
Frankfort's Staedel Museum. 

Mann told Reuters that Van 
Gogh's Portrait of Dr. Gachet 
had hung in the Staedel Museum 
from 1911, when it was bought 
from a Frankfurt collector, until 
1938, when it was removed by 
Hitler’s Nazis. 


“There were three reasons drey 
didn't want it on display in Ger- 
many: Firstly, Van Gogh was 
foreign, secondly, he was consi- 
dered mentally ill and thirdly they 
didn’t want any decaden t art,” 
Mann said. He said tibe painting 
was sold at auction in Lucerne, 
Switzerland, though the Nazis 
probably did not make modi 
from the sale. “Certainly not as. 
much as it's worth now,” said 
Maim. 

The honorary chairman of a 
major Japanese paper company is 
the buyer of the world’s most 


expensive painting, the economic 
newspaper Nihon Keizai said 
Thursday. 

The paper quoted Ryoei Saito. 
74, as saying m an interview that 
the painting “was 5 billion yen 
(S33 million) higher than what I 
expected. But Z am extremely 
pleased with die purchase. 

Saito and officials of Dai&howa 
Paper Manufacturing Co., 
Japan's second largest paper 
manufacturer, could not be 
reached for comment after office 
hours Thursday. Saito was presi- 
dent of Daishowa paper from 
1961 to 1982. 

Nihon Keizai said Saito com- 
mented that “I have been collect- 
ing paintings for 40 years, but I 
wanted to own tins Van Gogh 
painting. Therefore, I asked to 
make a successful bid no matter 
how expensive it was." 

Saito said he borrowed the 
money from banks, i««ng his 
property as security, the paper 

Asked about the possibility of 
dispteying the painting to tibe 
public, Saito said, “X ml keep it 
at hand for the time being for 
various security reasons. Howev- 
er, I would like to display it at the 
fecal Shizuoka Prefecture! Art 
Museum m the future," the paper 
r epo rt e d. 



Record pricepalcffor 
Japanese netsuke 


Iranian wins 
tournament 
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LAS VEGAS (AP) — An Ira- 
nian acco un tant now living : in : 

Fugfanri fame back from die 

brink of -disaster twice Thursday 
to outlast a Reno, Nevada^poker 
player and win the $835,000 first 
prize in the world series of poker. 
Mansour Matloubi used an anti- 
rHmatif. pair of sixes ’em the final 
hand to top a pair of fours held by 
Hans “Tuna” Lund and win the 
final Texas HokPem event in the 
competition that - crowns \ the ~ 
world’s poker champion. The fin- 
al hand win capped a' remark- 
able comeback that sa w Mat- 
loubi, playing in his first cham- 
pionship game, twice draw -the 
card he needed to stay in die 
game on the final draw after he 
had each time put all his drips 
into the pot. ‘1 was dead,” Mat-' 
loubi said. “But when the drips 
went in every time 1 had the best 
hand." Lund had appeared to 
have the edge after 192 of the 
players who put in $10,000 apiece 
to carter the event had fost ihrir 
chips and only he and Matloubi 
were left to go head-to-head. : ' 


Most charges . 
dropped against 
Helmsley 


NEW YORK (AP) A tax r 
fraud indictment agams^.Leona 
Hehngley. was pitted: fry- .a, judge 
who said state prosecutors were 
patting the selfrstyled 'hold 
een in double jeopardy. State 
preme Court Justice John 
Bradley said he dropped 180 of 
file 188 counts in the indictment 
because they are similar to those 
on which Mrs. Helmsley was tried 
in federal court last August. “The 
court threw out the heart and souL 
of fire state’s case,” said Alan 
Deishowitz, lead lawyer of Mrs. 
Helmsley’s legal team. “New evi- 
dence will demonstrate that Mrs. 
Helmsley (fid not evade taxes. J ’ 
Tm very happy,” Mrs. Helm- 
sley, 70, sard tearfully as she left 
court after bearing Bradley’s rul- 
ing. She suggested that the case 
against hex was brought only be- 
cause of her prominence. Thie/re. 
after my hide, she sakL “Tm 
Leona Helmsley. I hold my head 
high because I know that! am an' 
innocent person felsely accused . 
and terribly maligned,” she said. 


Prize offered for 
proof of Loch Ness 
monster 


[■LONDON (R) — A London 
bookmaker offered a £250,000 
($422,500) prize Thursday to any- 
one proving the legendary Ixdr 
Ness monster really exists. In the 
last 60 years more than 800 right- 
ings of Nessie have been reported 
but there is stfll . no concrete 
evidence that a giant creature 
lurks in the Scottish lake.-Bdok- 
makers William Hill ssod .fire . 
prize would be up for grabs, (fitt- 
ing a three-day monster hunt it *s 

Koring with local touristM-* 

ities in October. 


‘Stadium sex leadsto 
new rules at hotel 


TORONTO (R) — A coupfewbo ; 
made love in a hotel room hi full 
sgfrrof a packed baSebaff^sta^ 
mum have forced the hotel to 
warn guests they can be seerifry 
the crowd.: The Sfydome^Hoteb •- 
insideToronto’fi i fewjata-i, 
has 70 rooms- that afre'a~ 
direct view of thtt 
The couple's sexual peEfittmiuice' 
was a highlight of Tttcsday'stunc - 
be tween the kical Hhfe Taw^srid " 
fi»e Seatttehtoriaera,..^^ 
a more exciting" way ro^waidi!* 
baseball game, but fe rorne peib- " 
pie it s more exeitifr g - r (ban 
where," Hotel Manager-Ray 
Thompson said, 
gprats do behind (foSedrdocxsri* 
their own business as tongas-it’s 
not quhuiuI andtlaxe’s^rio daflfr,' 
t. Botwhen there are W itae Sre*: 

- ff^sts are subject foimfotfEC 
ate eviction and poss&fectiHriBiri 
Charges.” In an earit^iri<sdakat : '- 
£uest committed an i nde cen t rac t.7 
m fan view 

bebef that the hedr oqifi^wfe dc^ 1 
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LONDON (AP) — A collector 
paid a record £154,000 ($260,337) 
for a Japanese netsuke ornament, 
Sotheby's auction house has - 
announced. The carvedivoiyaet- ■ 
snke .by the mtwt_Tomotada_. 

from the late lfi&cqntmy, 
Sotheby’s spokeswoman Be& 
McHattie said Thursday . Netsuke 
are toggles reed m traditional 
Japanese dress to hold purses 
onto waist cords. Another net- - 
sake, showing a - wild boar suck- = 
im p its young, sold for £92^00 
($156,371), Ms. McHattfesaid. 
She said the netsuke, fay artist 
Masanao, was discovered at-, a 
country auction.. 
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